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MEET THE BISHOP CANDIDATES 
Friday, September 21,  Augusta 
Saturday , September 22, Bangor 
Sunday, September 23,  Portland 

Bishops, Priests and Deacons:  
Who?  What?  Why? 

 
In the next 12 months, we expect to see ordina-
tions to all three of the orders of clerical minis-
try: first, the Rev. Martha Kirkpatrick, who will 
be ordained Priest on December 15,2007; then 
the Rev. ____, who will be elected as the next 
Bishop of Maine at Diocesan Convention in 
October, and consecrated a few months later; 
and finally, Lois Hart, who will be ordained 
Deacon in June 2008 (and will thereafter be the 
Rev. Lois Hart). All these plans, of course, are 
subject to the will of the Spirit, but nevertheless, 
they raise questions: What is ordained ministry 
all about?  How does it differ from and support 
the ministry of all the baptized? What do Bish-
ops do, and why? What about Priests? And what 
is all this about Deacons: Are they a new idea? 
(answer: no) 
 
Our Adult Education class will resume in mid-
September, with a multi-week course on the 
ministry of the church. Given the general inter-
est in the upcoming election of a new Bishop, 
we’ll start by talking about what Bishops are, 
how we are going about electing our next 
Bishop, and who the candidates are. Our next 
sessions will be about the Diaconate: What do 
deacons do? Next we’ll talk about Priests, and 
the nature of their ministry. And finally we’ll 
talk about what we mean by the ministry of the 
baptized: the royal priesthood that we all share. 
 
Adult classes take place between the two Sun-
day services, from 9:15 to 10 o’clock. Locations 
vary depending on the nature of the class but are 
always posted. Our TENTATIVE start date is 
Sept. 16, the week after the Parish Picnic.  See 
you in school! 
 
-Michael+ 

WHAT IS EFM? 
Education for Ministry, affectionately known as EFM, is 
a program of theological education-at-a-distance of the 
School of Theology of the University of the South. Stu-
dents sign up 1 year at a time for this 4-year program. It 
covers the basics of a theological education in the Old 
and New Testaments, church history, liturgy, and theol-
ogy. The EFM program is used throughout the Episcopal 
Church, many other parts of the Anglican Communion, 
and other denominations. There are more than 21,000 
graduates and 1,200 active groups. Of these, close to 200 
graduates are in Maine and there are 10 active groups. 

The Seminar Group 
The seminar group is the nucleus of the EFM program.  
A group consists of 6 to 11 students and a trained mentor 
meeting weekly over that course of a 9-month academic 
year. The meetings are usually from 2-1/2 to 3 hours in 
length. They share their spiritual journeys, reflect on is-
sues and incidents from their own lives, and learn to 
make connection between what they have been studying 
and their own ministries. Through study, reflection, and 
worship, EFM groups move toward a new understanding 
of the fullness of God’s kingdom. 

Study 
Students are given weekly lesson assignments to study 
with the help of resource guides.  Students are responsi-
ble for setting their own learning goals.  They spend be-
tween two and four hours in study and preparation each 
week.  In the seminars, students have an opportunity to 
share their insights and discoveries as well as to discuss 
questions that the study materials raise for them. 

Reflection 
Through discussion and guided reflection, the seminars 
furnish an opportunity for students to deepen their under-
standing of the reading materials.  More important is the 
development of skills in theological reflection.  The goal 
is that students learn to think theologically.  By examin-
ing their own beliefs and their relationship to our culture 
and the tradition of our Christian faith, students can learn 
what it means to be effective ministers in the world. 
Coming to terms with the notion that everything we do 
has the potential for manifesting the love of Christ, we 
discover that our ministry is at hand wherever we turn. 

Worship 
The seminar is supported by a life of prayer and regular 
worship.  EFM groups are encouraged to develop a pat-
tern of worship appropriate to their situations.  Liturgical 
materials are furnished with the course materials. 
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The Staff 
Rector The Rev. Michael Ambler, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant Ginny Bartlett 

Sexton  John Guerette 

Organist & Choir Director Donna Sewall 

Director’s Assistant  Mariah Sewall 

 
 

2007 Vestry 
Senior WardenSara Wright 

Junior WardenJim Paterson 

Treasurer Marnie Hackenberg 

Clerk Mary Richardson 

Vestrypersons 

Richard Poliquin  Jim Tainter 

Seth Washburn  Mitch Miller  

Kathryn Klingaman  Evelyn Dunphy 

Cynthia Musk Fontenez 
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September — October, 2007 

 
Dear People of Grace, 
 
Welcome to the Fall 2007 Ship!  The liturgical calendar may tell us that the year begins on the first Sunday of 
Advent, but our experience teaches us that the church year follows the rhythms of the school year. The yellow 
buses are warming up their engines, teachers are setting up their classrooms, and soon everything will start at 
once. 
 
That’s exciting, at least for me.  In the next several weeks, several great things will be happening at Grace:  the 
arrival of our new Assistant Rector, the Rev. Martha Kirkpatrick; the re-commencement of our youth program 
for middle-schoolers, Rite 13; the inauguration of Godly Play, our new program for younger Sunday School 
children; and many more things, all of which you can read about in this Ship. 
 
We are also considering a Big New Idea:  Supper at Six, a weekly open-house meal for anyone who wants to 
come.  We’ve been talking about that for a month and a half now, and if you haven’t been part of the conver-
sation, it’s time to join in—start by reading the article below, and then help us decide whether and how to go 
ahead.  And remember, it’s about feeding us, as well as us feeding the community.  Maybe our slogan should 
be WE = THEM. 
 
Most important of all, though, is this.  We are doing and contemplating all of these things not in order to be 
busy but because they seem fitting ways to respond to the love of God.  The most important thing for any one 
of us, and for all of us together, is that we are beloved of God.  We don’t have to earn it (and we can’t); we 
don’t have to be worthy of it (and we aren’t).  God loves us.  That’s the heart of the message.  Everything else 
flows from that. 
 
God says, “I love you.”  We answer back, “I love you too.”  And then what? 
 
If we bring forth good fruits, if we feed the lonely and spread the Good News, it’s simply an expression of the 
grace that is already in our hearts.  God loves us and God needs us.  Let yourself be loved, and remember that 
wherever you are in your life, whether you are strong or weak, poor or rich, God meets you and calls you right 
now. 
 
I hope Grace will be a place of holiness and tranquility, of excitement and energy for you this year.  May each 
of us come to see God more clearly, love God more dearly, and follow God more nearly, day by day by day. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Michael+ 
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Chaplaincy:   Ministry Behind the Scenes 
 

                                                                             
One of the many ways that Grace Church serves the broader community is by making me available to minister 
to people in crisis.  I do that by serving as Chaplain to the Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Department and to the 
Mid Coast Hospital Emergency Room. 
 
I serve the sheriff’s department in several different ways.  First, I periodically ride part of a patrol shift with 
one or another of the deputies, as a way of getting familiar with both the deputies and the demands of the job.  
It may seem strange, but a patrol officer and a parish priest have several things in common:  a uniformed offi-
cer and a priest in a collar can both make people uneasy; both are often treated as different from “regular” peo-
ple; and both can elicit hostility because of what they represent.  (There are differences, of course—I tend not 
to get assaulted in the course of my work.)   I enjoy riding on patrol, and I have a lot of respect for the work the 
deputies do.  I never proselytize, but the deputies know that I’m with them in my role as chaplain, and that I’m 
available to them for confidential conversation if they want it. 
 
The second way I serve the department is in emergencies, especially deaths.  I carry a pager and am available 
to the department 24/7, except when I am actually out of town.  Calls are irregular.  There may be a couple in a 
week and then none for months.  When I do get called, though, it’s always something important, something 
I’m glad of the chance to help with. 
 
Finally, as Sheriff’s Chaplain, I serve members of the community who have pastoral needs but don’t have any 
resources to draw on.  In August, for example, I was privileged to help a local family with a funeral for an 
adult child who was killed out of state. 
 
As chaplain to the Mid Coast Emergency Room, I visit the ER every time I’m in the hospital—usually three or 
four times a week.  My routine is always the same; I ask the charge nurses if there is anyone who could use a 
chaplain’s visit, and I take my cue from the response.  About half the time there is a need, and I do anything 
from offering a quick prayer to spending an hour letting scared or frustrated people unburden themselves.  I’m 
always moved by these experiences.  I make sure everyone knows that I have no power to “fix” anything, but 
an attentive ear and a prayer are often powerfully reassuring all by themselves. 
 
I do all this in Jesus’ name, and in yours:  this sort of work is one of the times where a clergy collar helps open 
doors.  Thank you, on behalf of the Sheriff’s Department, the ER, and everyone in the community I’ve been 
able to serve. 
 
-Michael+ 
 
PS:  There are chaplaincy opportunities for which a clergy collar is not required—Mid Coast has a program 
that offers excellent chaplaincy training to lay people and assigns them as hospital chaplains once they are 
ready.  If you are interested in learning more, I’d love to talk with you. 
 
A Reminder about the Hospital: If you are in the hospital, PLEASE let the parish office know (or have a friend 
or relative do it for you). The hospitals DO NOT call us to tell us you’re there, even if they give you the im-
pression they will. THEY WON’T!  And we really do want to know, unless you truly intend to keep it a secret. 
_______________________________________________________________________  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

September   3 – OFFICE CLOSED:  Labor Day 
    5 – Facilities Committee – 7 PM 
    9 – Parish Picnic following 10:15 service 
  10, 11, & 12 – Fr. Ambler at General Seminary 
  11 – Stewardship Committee:  4 PM 
  13 – Worship Committee:  7 PM 
  16 – Pastoral Care Committee:  9:15 AM 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS:  10 AM 
 14 – Finance Committee:  9:30 AM 
 18 – Vestry:  6:30 PM 
  28 – Eucharist @ Sunnybrook Village:  1:30 PM 
 29 – Workshop on “The Black Madonna”:  10 AM-2:30 PM 
 30 – Blessing of the Animals:  1:30 PM at City Park 
 
October   3 – Facilities Committee:  7 PM 
   8 – OFFICE CLOSED:  Columbus Day 
   9 – Stewardship Committee:  4 PM 
 12 – Finance Committee:  9:30 AM 
 14 – SINGLE SERVICE 
  Haiti/Grace Dinner & Art Sale:  5 PM in Tubbs Hall 
 16 – Vestry:  6:30 PM 
 26 – Eucharist @ Sunnybrook Village:  1:30 PM 
 26 & 27 – Diocesan Convention in Bangor 

UPCOMING:  November 2:  Stewardship Dinner 

BION 2007 Update 
(Believe It or Not Camp) 
 BION 2007 was held during the week of August 21-25 at Camp Bishopswood in Hope, Maine. In attendance 
were over 60 middle school and high school students, including HEATHER and CHRIS REYNOLDS, ZOE 
KAPLEY, and DAVID (FONZEY) FONTENEZ from our own Grace Church congregation. Also along as 
adult counselors were David and Carol Nutter and Larry Bartlett. 
 
 BION is a week-long opportunity for youth to gather in community to worship, pray, and to strengthen their 
relationship with Christ.  A typical day starts and ends with worship time.  Groups meet throughout the day in 
discussion groups where teenagers explore and talk about their faith. The daily routine also includes activities 
such as swimming, boating, sports, crafts, music, and games (including a perennial favorite: capture the flag 
played with cans of shaving cream!).  
 
 Next time you see one of our youth who attended BION 2007, be sure to stop them and ask about their camp 
experience. It was a fantastic event! 
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September Birthdays 
9/01 Michael Ambler III (the 17-year-old!) 
9/04 Gary Bedard 
9/06 Emily Thieme 
9/07 Lois Hart 
9/08 Pia Neilson 
9/09 Mildred Tucker 
9/09 Dorothy Kerr 
9/12 Mary Small 
9/12 Jane Bartlett 
9/13 Clif Cook 
9/14 Ronald Purdy 
9/15 Nancey Calhoun 
9/16 Bob Smith 
9/17 Pat Aikens 
9/19 Joan Ingersoll 
9/19 Donald Fairey 
9/21 Daniel Kunhardt 
9/21 Donna Miller 
9/25 Kathleen Bailey 

October Birthdays 
10/02 Louise Conant 
10/03 Mary Mussenden 
10/03 Lawrence Bartlett 
10/03 Kimberly Gates 
10/03 Liddy Ambler 
10/04 David Fontanez 
10/05 Mary Lou Lavallee 
10/05 Sarah Greenier 
10/06 John Ambler 

10/06 Amelia Neilson 
10/10 Shane Crean 
10/11 Barbara Beck 
10/11 Jack Longworth 
10/13 Harry Fullerton 
10/14 Mary Paquin 
10/14 Hugh Dunphy 
10/14 Anne Smith 
10/14 Greg Millert 
10/18 Doris Anne Holman 
10/19 Aleshia Hutton 
10/20 Carol Freeman 
10/20 Nicholas Rogers 
10/21 Ralph Thieme 
10/23 Hannah Gates 
10/24 Seth Washburn 
10/24 John Beaven 
10/26 Madison Devlin 
10/27 Mark Westrum 
10/27 Vicki Hennin 
10/28 Bill Brown 
10/28 Marnie Hackenberg 
10/28 Fred Sargent 
10/29 Dick LeMoine 
10/30 Judith Elser 
10/30 Judy Nash 
10/30 Kathryn Klingaman 
10/31 James George 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ONE AND ALL!! 

Parish Picnic and Three-Dimensional Puzzle Party on September 9--Mark your Calendar!   
 
We are planning our parish picnic for lunch-time on September 9.  This year we'll get a couple of 
grills sizzling, and we'll have burgers (meat and veggie) and dogs (hot- and tofu-); salads and des-
serts will be potluck.  The party will be right here at Grace.  And, while we're dripping ketchup 
down our front, we will have a chance to rebuild the playground!  The former playground gave 
good service for many years, but it reached the end of its safe and useful life.  The Mansfields have 
dismantled the old structure, a new one has been donated, and Bill Whorff has graded a spot for 
us.  If all goes well, we'll have the components in place to assemble it at the picnic.  Wear work 
clothes! 
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Supper at Six—Coming Soon to a Parish (Very) Near You? 
 
Over the past two months, we’ve been discussing a radical new idea for how Grace Church can be more of a 
presence in the community—and in the day-to-day lives of the People of Grace.  The idea is simply stated:  
What if we offered a simple, delicious, healthy meal, for free, every Thursday night, to anyone who wants to 
come share it? 
 
The idea grows out of the sense we discerned in our Parish Meetings a year ago, that Grace’s particular gift 
was that of hospitality.  It also grows out of a sense that the greatest social need around us is that of the lonely:  
people of all ages and conditions who are isolated, who have no one to talk to.  Supper at Six is an idea for 
how our gifts can help meet our neighbors’ needs. 
 
The idea is not a soup kitchen but rather a community meal.  It would offer company as well as nourishment.  
All would be welcome. 
 
We’d organize ourselves into teams, so that each supper would be staffed by a specific group of shopper-
cooks, and of setter-uppers, and of greeter-eaters, and of cleaner-uppers. 
 
On August 19, we held open conversations after both services to hear from people about their responses to the 
idea:  hopes, fears, and everything else.  There is some worry:  What if no one comes?  What if too many peo-
ple come?  What if it’s too expensive?  What if people come who have problems or needs we aren’t equipped 
to deal with?   Alongside the worry is a groundswell of hope:  What if this lets Grace Church matter more to 
the community than ever before?  What if we can really be Jesus to those around us?  What if it nourishes us 
as much as it does those outside our walls? 
 
Some specific ideas have arisen and been worked into the evolving proposal.  For instance, some people can’t 
drive at night or say that weekend afternoons are when they need company most.  Maybe we should do some 
of our cooking after church on Sundays? 
 
Several people have suggested that we start with a monthly supper, rather than weekly, to get our feet wet and 
learn what we’re doing.  Maybe we should do a “soft launch” by having our first supper in late September…
and using ourselves as the guinea pigs.  This would be a trial run, attended only by Grace people, to help us 
learn what we need to know before we try to serve others.  In October and November, we would have another 
couple of trial runs and perhaps start inviting specific others (Edwards Street neighbors?).  Then, in January, 
we could start in earnest, with a weekly meal, advertised increasingly publicly, so that our numbers would not 
overwhelm us. 
 
We’ve also heard that we should have a defined trial period.  So maybe the suppers should run until Memorial 
Day, at which point we’d pause for the summer, and assess whether and how they had worked.  If we decided 
to resume, we would start again in the fall. 
 
The exciting thing, for me, is that so many people of Grace have already committed themselves to helping.  At 
last count, there were about forty people who have promised significant support—everything from cooking to 
cleaning up to making centerpieces for the tables to start-up funding.  And we haven’t even asked people to 
step forward yet! 
 
At some point, I imagine a letter to everyone in the parish, outlining the proposal as it has evolved, and asking 
         (continued on next page)  
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Rite 13 Resumes this Fall 

 
After a year’s hiatus, we are re-launching the very successful Rite 13 program for middle-schoolers 
this fall.  Rite 13 is a gathering of pre-teens, a place where they can learn about the Gospel in the 
context of real life.  The middle-school years are a time of rapid growth:  physical, emotional, and 
moral.  The people who enter as children will leave as young adults.  That’s both wonderful and 
scary, because some parts of growing up are hard.  Rite 13 is based on the premise that, since young 
people have to grapple somewhere with the issues of approaching adulthood, there is no better place 
for them to do it than the church. 
 
We are blessed to have a stellar team to lead the group.  Sara Wright, who co-led the first cohort, 
returns for a second round.  Mary Richardson is joining the team, as are Sue Young and, for special 
events and excursions, Carl Young (who brings wide experience of leading young people through 
the Scouts).  All children of middle-school age are welcome—it looks like a big and exciting group.  
Interested children who are not yet part of Grace Church are welcome! 
 
Rite 13’s tentative launch date is September 16, the week after the Parish Picnic.  The group will 
meet in newly renovated space in the lower parish hall, Sunday mornings from 10 o’clock until eve-
ryone joins the rest of the congregation for communion.  

 

The following was printed in the Summer SHIP—we have had very limited response.  We hope that 
with the date getting closer and schedules settling down after the summer, more men will express 
interest.  

 

TO THE MEN OF GRACE CHURCH: 

I am interested in starting a Men's Prayer group, meeting at 7:30 on Wednesday mornings. Format 
would be an opening prayer, time for brief "check-in," e.g., what is going on in your life, all confi-
dential, then a meditation or reading and response, then aclosing prayer. Session would last 1 hour. 
A very successful group like this is going at St. Paul's in Brunswick, and I think if we had 6-8 people 
to start, we could do the same at Grace. Afterwards, if some want to go for coffee in town, that is 
fine. I think food and coffee somehow make the prayer session a bit busy in the church setting and 
detract from the theme of prayer. 

Target start date would be in the fall, e.g., mid October or so. It would be nice to have a clergy per-
son there if there is interest. Please e-mail the Church Office, gracechurch@blazenetme.net, if you 
are  interested in such a group. 

Thanks, Mark Wheeler  
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Welcome to the Rev. Martha Kirkpatrick 
 
Starting in early September, there will be a new face around Grace Church.  The Rev. Martha Kirkpatrick, a 
transitional deacon since last June, joins us as Assistant Rector through the auspices of the Diocesan Intern-
ship Program.  Martha will serve Grace on a one-third time basis, although she’ll be physically around the 
place a bit more than that:  she will also be working one day a week as the environmental missioner for the 
Diocese and will use her office at Grace for that purpose rather than commute from her home in Waldoboro 
all the way to Portland. 
 
Martha brings many gifts to ministry.  One of the most obvious is an informed passion for the environment.  
She was Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection under Governor King, and her semi-
nary thesis focused on the connection between the created world and the doctrine of the Incarnation.  To get 
a hint of what that is about, think about the idea of a Green Christmas—after all, if God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, shouldn’t God’s children love it just as much? 
 
A few details about Martha’s work with us:  First, we have cleared out what used to be the photocopier room 
and turned it into the office it was originally designed to be.  It’s clean, painted, and looks terrific.  Great 
thanks to John Guerrette for the hard work and great results! 
 
Under the terms of the Diocesan Internship Program, the parish pays half of the intern’s compensation and 
the Diocese the other half.  Extraordinarily in this case, the Diocese is picking up all fringe benefits for the 
first year, which is a great help, and a member of the parish (who has asked me to keep quiet about who it is) 
has offered to fund Grace’s portion through the end of 2007.  Thanks to the Diocese for its generosity and to 
our in-house “angel” for keeping this new item from landing until next year’s budget. 
 
God willing, Martha will be ordained a priest on December 15 in Portland.  Even before that, she will be 
teaching, preaching, visiting the sick, offering pastoral care, and helping to support the ministries we all 
carry out.  After she is made priest, she will also be able to preside at the sacraments and will lead Sunday 
worship on a regular basis (along with me—I’m not going anywhere!).  In addition, I have asked her to take 
on special responsibility for coordinating our adult education program. 
 
I expect Martha’s first day with us to be September 9, but I’ll confirm that as we get closer.  We are richly 
blessed to have her coming to be with us. 
-Michael+ 
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          C. S. Lewis 

Coffee Hour 
Have you considered learning how to “do” Coffee Hour?  We have a new dishwasher and lots of 
folks who would like to help you learn the ropes. Please speak to Ann Lewis (443-6653). 
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Bishop Election News 
 
 Candidates for Bishop have been announced.  Two women and one man have been nominated; the election 
will take place at Diocesan Convention in October.  For information about the candidates and the process, go 
to www.bishopofmaine.org .   There are many ways for all of us to participate: 
· Our adult education class will begin this fall with a study of the three orders of ordained ministry in the 
church; see the separate article for details. 
· On Friday evening, September 21, there will be a chance to meet the candidates in Augusta.  The same 
opportunity is repeated on Saturday afternoon, September 22 in Bangor, and on Sunday afternoon, September 
23, at USM in Portland. 
· For those who don't attend the public sessions, a DVD will be available, and we'll play it here at Grace as 
soon as we get it--probably in early October 
· There is lots of information already available on the web, at the site mentioned above. 
Our parish delegation will have an open meeting with the parish before we travel to the electing convention, 
so that we will cast our votes fully informed by your wisdom. 
One of the things that make the Episcopal Church unique is the way we seek God’s will through shared dis-
cernment and prayer, and democratic decision making.  Exercise your God-given right to be part of this im-
portant decision about who will lead our diocese in the years to come. 

(continued from previous page) 
evolved, and asking for commitments to participate.  That would be the last piece of the puzzle:  if enough of 
us were in, we would be on. 
 
This is a big deal.  I think it could transform our parish and our role in the Bath community.  More than a few 
of us have said that the idea sings to them because they want to be fed as well as to feed.  And that, ultimately, 
is the point:  to break down the walls between “us” and “them.”  Jesus did it by sitting at table with people of 
all descriptions.  What better model to follow? 
 
I want to stress that no decision has been made.  One person expressed concern that my own enthusiasm 
(which is obvious) could lead people to say yes simply in order to avoid taking the wind out of my sails.  That 
would be a mistake!  I’d hate to lead us gallantly to disaster; and unless we collectively sense the call of God 
in this idea, it will fail.  So that’s the question:  Do you hear God calling? 
 
Please, be part of the conversation—with all your wisdom, all your enthusiasm, all your caution, and all your 
hope.  And if we do go ahead, bring your appetite, your willingness to reach out to neighbors, and your reci-
pes! 
 
-Michael+ 

Women of Grace Potluck Luncheon 
The Women of Grace will meet for a potluck luncheon at the home of Mary Swain in Georgetown on 
September 19th.  Carpooling from the Church after the usual 10 A.M. Wednesday service will leave 
for Georgetown by 11:15 A.M. After a brief Fall planning meeting, a potluck luncheon will be 
served.  All women of Grace Church are welcome and invited to attend.  Please contact Sue Musk 
at 442-0370 for directions or more information.  Come and hear our plans for the Fall. 
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Facilities Update 
To better support our various ministries, we have improved a number of aspects of our building over the sum-
mer.  Highlights include: 
· Preparing office space for Martha: We have renovated the room where the photocopier used to be, and 

moved the machine out to the outer office.  Special thanks to John Guerrette for that project. 
· Grading space for the new playground, so that our youngest members (and other children from the com-

munity) have a safe and inviting place to play. 
· Insulating and sheetrocking the lower parish hall: Under the leadership of Bob and Judi Mansfield, and 

with help from Jim Paterson, Bruce Montgomery, Michael Ambler (Jr. and III) and others whose work 
may be after press time, the lower hall is now much drier and warmer than before—a tangible way of 
caring for our children and those who work with them. 

· Hiring a painter to re-do the trim under the roof line: the sort of preventive maintenance that is no fun to 
spend money on, but is a disaster if we don’t. 

Thanks also to Jim Paterson, who has once again kept our lawn in perfect trim through the summer—a gift 
both to our eyes and our budget. 

United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of prayer.  The symbol of the UTO is the Blue 
Box—the mite box in which coins are placed to mark the prayers of thanks that are offered 
during the participants’ daily life.  At Grace Church, we try to have in-gatherings of the 
coins twice a year, usually in the Spring and the Fall.  If you would like more information 
on the history of the UTO, or would like a Blue Box, look at the windowsill of the southwest 
window in the Narthex!  We have brochures and Blue Boxes available.  Please feel free to 
take what you need…our coins add up in the Blue Boxes, and we pool them all and send 
them to the Diocese—the Diocese pools every parish’s offering and sends it along to the na-
tional Church:  Each year, $2+ million is awarded as grants to churches and programs to 
help increase the knowledge of God’s love in the world.  Together our coins make a differ-
ence in the lives of others—and the prayers that we mark with those coins—those prayers 
change our lives. 
 
Thanks be to GOD!! 
Ginny Bartlett, Grace Church UTO Coordinator 

Planned Giving 
Did you know that you can 
purchase a small life insur-
ance policy naming Grace 
Church as owner and bene-
ficiary? You may even be 
able to deduct a portion of 
the premiums.  

Blessing of the Animals 
 

Our annual St. Francis Day celebration takes place this year on Sunday, 
September 30, in Library Park.  Come at 1 PM in the afternoon, and 
bring your dogs, cats, gerbils, turtles, iguanas, llamas, and teddy bears, 
not to mention horses, elephants, and dromedaries.  God made them all, 
and blesses us through them—the blessing of the animals is one of the 
most visible and joyous things we do all year.  Come and be part of the 
happy chaos—and tell all your animal-loving friends! 
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Godly Play 
 
The Grace Sunday School team will be embarking on a new adventure this fall--- we will 
be delivering a Montessori-based curriculum called Godly Play developed by author, 
teacher and Episcopal priest Jerome W. Berryman.  It is a program designed for children 
aged two to twelve, used by a variety of denominations around the world. 
 
From the Godly Play Web site:  “Godly Play teaches children the art of using religious lan-
guage – parable, sacred story, silence and liturgical action – helping them become more 
fully aware of the mystery of God’s presence in their lives.” 
 
In order to fully implement the curriculum, the Sunday School will need many volunteers to 
help with a variety of activities.  We need help making and organizing materials, setting up 
the classroom, and working with the children throughout the year.  If you are interested in 
helping out, please contact Carolyn Meixell or Anne Soucek. 
 

 
WHO IS THE BLACK MADONNA? 

 
On Saturday, September 29, the Rev. Marjean Bailey will present a workshop in Tubbs 
Hall on the fascinating topic of the Black Madonna, a research topic she has pursued during 
her ministry as an Episcopal priest and in retirement. Marjean will explore, in a presenta-
tion using DVD illustrations, the question of who the Black Madonna was, when Black 
Madonnas first appeared historically, why we should be interested in them now, and how 
we can learn more about images of the feminine divine through such exploration. This 
should be an informative and stimulating program for Grace members and others in the 
community. 
 
The workshop is sponsored by the Women of Grace and anyone with interest in the subject 
may attend. The program will begin at 9:00 a.m. with coffee and introductions followed by 
Marjean’s presentation.  Please bring a bag lunch to enjoy after the workshop if you would 
like to stay for informal questions and answers following the morning workshop. 
 

NAMETAG MINISTRY 
A Parishioner has called the Church Office and asked that a request be put aboard the SHIP:  
PLEASE WEAR YOUR NAMETAG!  If you don’t have a nametag, just fill out a slip with your 
name (slips are found in the plant pot on the top of the nametag rack) and Dan Kunhardt will have 
your tag ready in no time!! 

REMEMBER, WE WEAR OUR NAMETAGS TO HELP OTHERS!! 
DO FOLKS A FAVOR AND WEAR YOURS! 


