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Calendar of Events
AA for Women meets each Monday 9:30-11 a.m

June Events at Grace
Fri. 6/2 to Sun 6/4: Rite 13 at St. John the Diving, NYC
Sat. 6/3. Discovery Center Prom

Sun.  6/4: Healing Service, Food Bank donations and Adult Ed.

Mon  6/5. EFM 6:30-9p.m. Final class

Tues. 6/13: Worship Leader Schedule deadline

Sun.  6/11: EFM graduation

Tue.  6/6: Stewardship, 4 p.m.

Wed. 6/7: Facilities, 7 p.m.

Wed. 6/14: Women of Grace Picnic & Gardening

Thu.  6/15: Pastoral Care Team, 4 p.m.

Sat. 6/17: Episcopal Peace Fellowship, 10am-1pm

Sun.  6/18: Fellowship Committee. 9:30 a.m. in thelibrary
Tue.  6/20: Vestry, 6:30-9

Holy Eucharist
Services
Sunday:
8am & 10:15 am
Wednesday:
10 am in the chapel

ALL DATESAND TIMES
ARE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE.

Please check Sunday Bulle-
tins, bulletin board and easel

for current up-dates.

July Events at Grace

Tue.  7/4; “Water Patrol” during the parade
Wed. 7/5. Facilities, 7 p.m.

Tue.  7/18: Vestry 6:30-9 (subject to change)

Office Hours:

Mon thru Wed:

8-1lam & 12 - 2pm

Thursdays:

8-11lam
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from the Rector
The Reverend Michael Ambler, Jr.
Dear People of Grace,

As most of you know, we have been involved over the last month in a careful, inten-
tional conversation about the future direction of Grace Church. What is God calling us to be
in the next years? What do we need to preserve about Grace asit is; what do we need to en-
hance; what do we need to change? The call to follow Christ faithfully never changes; but
the world we inhabit does change, and that means we need to periodically reassess our way
of doing things.

On May 7, we held a parish meeting. This meeting was akey stagein our direction-
setting conversation. The Vestry has asked me to reprint the sermon | offered at the service
which preceded the meeting; later in this Ship you will find tabulations of responses parish-
ioners offered at the end of the meeting.

| want to say personally that | have never enjoyed being Rector of Grace more, or felt
the spirit and excitement of this congregation better, than in the last month. Thanksto all,
who rose above fear and inertiato help listen afresh to what God might have in mind for
Grace Church now.

Y ours faithfully,
Michael +

A Sermon Preached at Grace Church May 7, 2006

About three weeks ago, the Wardens, the Vestry and | sent out aletter to everyone on our
parish mailing list asking them to help us think about the future of Grace Church. What is God invit-
ing usto do next? Where do we go from here? Arewe called to grow, and if we are, how?

Last week, we talked about some research that describes churches and their life-cycles. The
place for new thinking and new energy is when things are at their best: the goals have been accom-
plished, and everyoneis happy. | explained why | think Grace Church is at that point right now:
we' ve accomplished the goal s that the congregation set during the rector search, and it’ s time to ask,
“what now?’" And wetalked about the most important thing of all: what Jesustells his church to do.
The Great Commission sends us out into the world to baptize, to tell people about Christ. And the
New Commandment binds us to love one another as Christ loves us—and Christ promises that by
such love the world will know that we really are Christ’ s followers.

During the service, many of you offered notecards on which you had listed things that you
loved about Grace Church, and things you wished were otherwise. Then, after the service, members
of the Vestry were available for conversation, and there were lots of deep and challenging conversa-
tions after both services. On the cards and in person, you talked about your hopes for Grace Church;
about what you love here, and how you find God here. Y ou a so talked about some of your fears.
It's clear that this whole topic israising a bunch of fears, including the fear that there is a precon-
ceived plan and al this conversation is just window-dressing, and the fear that we' re about to make
changes that will take away the things you love about this parish.

(Continued on next page)
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Thismorning | want to start by trying to put the fearsto rest. Then | want to discuss the
hopes and dreams, because | think thereis a pattern emerging, and the beginning of a consensus
about what God needs Grace Church to be.

First let’s dea with the fears.

I’ve heard the fear that the Vestry, or |, have aplan in mind, and that all thistalk is basically
generating “cover” for what we were going to do anyway.

Of course | had ideas about where this conversation might lead. So did every member of the
Vestry. So did the Wardens. Any time we do anything important, we imagine where it might end
up. But that’s very different from having a secret plan waiting in the wings. What we wanted to do
was to ask, and to listen, and we have. | know that’s true, because | have not heard the things that |
expected to. I’'m hearing other things, good and exciting things. That means that what we' re begin-
ning to hear is authentically coming from all of God' s people at Grace Church, and that was the true
goal al along.

The other fear I've heard isthat we're going to somehow simply mess everything up. People
deeply love Grace Church. They find God here, and find friendship as well; and there’ s fear that
we're going to force Grace Church into being something it isn’t meant to be: some cold and busy
place where people no longer care for each other. But no one wants that. No one would put heart
and soul into such amiserable effort. All the energy | am sensing isin just the other direction: to-
ward making Grace Church even more itself, even better at doing what it already does so well.

That'sit for the fears. What we' ve really been talking about, and what we turn to now, is not
fear, but love and hope.

People love Grace Church. Again and again when you were asked what you loved, you
talked about worship and fellowship. Y ou love the family feeling of Grace Church—that the church
isafamily, that people here know and care for one another. You told us you love the worship: the
music, the Episcopal tradition, the sense of holiness you find here, and the education programs that
we' ve been offering for adults and for children. Y ou spoke highly of the pastoral care the parish of -
fers. Those things are the heart of Grace Church as you know and loveit.

The things that you wish were otherwise were largely mirror images of the things that you
love. A lot of people talked about the need to welcome newcomers more effectively: our spirit of
wel come does not always find expression in effective ways. Some wished for more fellowship op-
portunities, including amen’s group. There was some unhappiness about money: some wished that
everyone gave in proportion to their ability; and others felt that they were being pressed to give more
than they could manage. Several felt that we were doing wonderful things in the community, but not
being effective enough at publicity. A few were concerned about some times when our pastoral care
was not as attentive asit should have been. A number spoke about outreach, including theideathat a
tighter focus on fewer things might have better results.

I think that we can begin to see a consensus, a shared sense, from all this. We' ve been ex-
pressing our love for what is, and our hope for what might be better, and a pattern is emerging. What
| seeisthis:

Grace Church is precious to us because it offers a glimpse of God’' s kingdom. We get hints
of heaven in that in the feeling of being family with each other, in the reverence and holiness of wor-
ship, in the pleasure of knowing and caring for one another. That iswhat makes Grace Church its

(Continued on next page)




(Continued from previous page)
unique self, what defines its unique way of responding to God.

What we hope for is that we can build on these strengths, and share those things that we shave.
We can't keep Grace Church to ourselves, and we wouldn’'t want to. We are stewards of Grace, not
itsowners. Maybe the place the New Commandment and the Great Commi ssion come together is
this: within the church we are commanded to |ove one another as Christ loved us; and we are com-
missioned to go outside the church to bring othersinto that circle of love and fellowship which
Grace Church represents.

Isthat what God isasking usto do? If itis, we'll set about doingit. We'll rethink our ap-
proach to welcoming visitors and new members, and getting them connected to the congregation.
WEe'll learn to invite people to church, and we'll make it a point to do things here that spiritua ex-
plorers and new Christians would want to come to. If our mission isto bring peopleinto the circle,
we'll put our energy into making the circle welcoming. It’s an energetic vision, avision of a Grace
Church that isitsdlf, but more so.

We initialy asked everyone to envision two possible future Grace Churches. a smaller,
more intimate parish on the one hand, and a larger, more active one on the other. Y ou have re-
sponded, and told us that your vision of what Grace Church should become is a combination of both:
you see a Grace Church that plans and works and takes risks in order to share more broadly all the
things that we love so much right now. Have we heard right? If we have, are you personally willing
to help? Areyou willing to offer your time and your giftsto the task of spreading the news about
God' s grace, and about Grace Church? Will you teach aclassif that’s what you're called to, or help
to videotape services, or be in charge of pressreleases? Will you join the newcomer’s committee, or
help plan a potluck supper? Will you greet avisitor even if you' re not sure what to say, because
that’ s what we' ve decided we are about? Will you attend a class on how to talk about Jesus without
feeling foolish—even if you don't feel like it? Will you visit the sick, or the lonely, or those in
prison, if there’'s aneed? Will you, personaly, say yes?

That'sthe key. If we hear God asking usto be Grace Church only more so, we need to de-
cide seriously whether we are willing to commit ourselves to deegpening our fellowship, our hospital-
ity, and our gospelling—our spreading of the good news. If we're each secretly hoping to keep our
heads down and not to have to do anything much that we weren't already doing, then we're just spin-
ningwords. But if wereally are ready to do what needs doing to spread the word, to share the bless-
ings, if we're each truly ready to say yes, then perhaps we have found our calling, and are ready for
our mission. What do you think? The meeting after the service is our time to discuss all of this.
Please be present; please be prayerful; please be honest about what you want, and what you will help
to do. And most of al, please remember that we are seeking God’ s glory, and nothing else, in all
this undertaking.

May God make us wise plannersfor the parish he has entrusted to us, faithful stewards of
the blessings he has given us, and bold heralds of the Good News of Jesus Christ throughout our cor-
ner of the world.

-Amen.




At the end of our parish conversation on May 7, we asked parishionersto review alist of possi-
ble future priorities for Grace Church, and to put stars next to the ones they thought were most im-
portant. The Vestry has spent many hours analyzing the results and seeking to discern what they
mean for Grace' s future. We are hearing a clear cal to enhance the welcome and incorporation of
new members, and to strengthen opportunities for service and ministry for al. What do you hear?
The“raw” datais asfollows:

POSSIBLE GOALS NUMBER MARKING
(no particular order) THISASA PRIORITY
1.  Effectively welcome every newcomer, and be available 20
after the service.
2. Strengthen our lay ministries 14
3. Provide effective pastoral care to our members, including
those unable to attend. 14
4. Invite new members 12
5. Enrich Christian Education programs for all ages 12
6 Clarify and strengthen our grace Church service ministries

inour local, national and/or international communities 12
7. Support our members in their individua ministries 7
8. Deepen our fellowship with one another 4
0. Address difference that may divide us 4
10. Improve our physical space 3
11.  Expand our opportunities for worship and spiritual practice 2
12, Enrich our music program, including U2 Eucharist and

outdoor concert idea 10
13.  Increasethe visibility of Grace Church through local service

and events 11
14.  Improve communications inside and outside the parish 6
15.  Shareresources with other faith communities 3
16.  Ensure sufficient human and financia resources to support our goals 7

GOALSADDED BY PEOPLE ATTENDING THE MEETING

1 Every member canvas 10
2. Additional staff (assistant rector or not specified) 7
3. Incorporate Bible study into meetings 3
4. Children and Y outh ministries 4
5. Form amen’s group 3
6. Improving the Washington Street entrance,

both visibility and accessibility 5
7. Planned giving, budget for what we want to be 1
8. Check on people who stop coming to church 1

The conversation continues. For the moment it’staking place in the Vestry, aswe try to develop
specific plans to implement the general goals we heard the parish enunciate. When we have some-
thing to propose, we' Il come back to the whole parish; in the mean time, vestry meetings are free and
open to all who want to participate. The Vestry usually meets the third Tuesday of each month, from
6:30to 9 pmin Tubbs Hall.




The Ship’s Chandlery a

We hope you like the snappy title of the new column being launched in this issue of
The Ship to report on stewardship news at Grace!' A chandlery—for those of us landlub-
bers not native to the Maine coast—is where the goods are stored on a sea-going vessel.

What better metaphor for the abundant riches in our community and for discussion of
how to use them to God' s holy purpose!

Pledge Drive 2006: Let’s bring you up to date on how the pledge drive for this year’s budget has
gone. We set ourselves agoal of $197,000 to support parish finances and by the time of Annual
Meeting had received 132 pledgesin the amount of $183,541.

While al pledges are recorded and kept confidential, we can tell you how those pledges were
distributed broadly:

Amount of pledge Number of pledges

$1 - $299 19
$300 - $499 15
$500 - $999 30
$1000 - $1999 32
$2000 - $3999 28
$4000 - $7999 6
$8000 - $9999 1

The Stewardship Committee is grateful to the people of Grace for committing themselves to
regular giving and support of the community, for without that commitment the Rector and V estry
could make no certain plans for our continuing life together, let alone dream for the future.

Remember: It's never too late to make apledge! If you delayed or you are new to Grace and
wish to make a pledge even mid-year, your pledge will be gratefully received and will provide a
surer foundation for our people and programs in a year where deficits are foreseen. Just look for a
pledge packet in the pamphlet rack in the narthex or ask one of usto help you locate one, and then
hand it in with your offering on Sunday or drop it off in the church office.

Another reminder: when we think stewardship, too often we see $$$ only. Stewardship isn’t just
about dollars and cents—it’s more about all that we have and all that we are as part of God’s blessed
creation. Stewardship is about gifts of the spirit as well as abundance and plenty. When you are
asked to make a pledge to Grace, you are being asked to consider which of your many gifts—
material and spiritual, treasure and talent--you are willing to use on behalf of the church. Each of us
is blessed by God in many and various ways, and each of usis called in turn to share our giftsin ser-
vice to others and the needs of the world.

The Grace Stewardship Committee: David Wetherbee, chair; Judy Elser, Ed Greene, Diane
Paterson, Colleen Stevens




LoisHart a Postulant for Holy Orders!

Following is aletter | requested from Lois Hart—who is the newest postulant for Holy Orders
(Diaconate) in the Diocese of Maine! Lois process of prayer, conversation, and discernment has
been going on for many months, but it is only with her recent formal admission into “the process’
that it is appropriate to make that journey public. So, Hallelujah! Please congratulate Lois. And
please pray for her as she embarks on the long journey that will, God willing, bring into our midst
the Rev. Lois Hart.

--Michae

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

For the past year and a half | have been involved in a discernment process to determine if | have acall to
become a deacon in the Episcopal Diocese of Maine. | have participated in two discernment groups, and letters
of recommendation from both the Vestry and our Rector have been sent to the Bishop. On May 13, | was inter-
viewed by members of the Committee on Holy Orders, and on May 24 Bishop Knudsen informed me that |
have been accepted as a Postulant. This means that for the next two years or so | will be enrolled in arather
time-consuming process which will prepare me for ordination to the permanent diaconate.

| have been a member of Grace Church for 56 years, and during that time | have participated in the life of
the parish in countless ways.. But for quite some time | have sensed the need to seek a more fulfilling way to
serve God in his church. When the diaconate program was offered | knew it was for me. | see ordination asthe
gateway to another stage of ministry, and an affirmation of my commitment to the Christian way of life.

Thiswill not affect the way | relateto all of you. | will still be the same old Lois you have always known,
and even though my ministries may go off in other directions, | will continue to serve Grace Church in any
way my time and energy permits.

| am experiencing a profound feeling of joy and rightnessin thiscalling so | know it is from God. | want
to share that joy with all of you, and | hope | can count on you for prayers and encouragement as | embark on
this exciting adventure in the twilight of my life.

With great love and thankful ness,

LoisHart

GRACE BOTTLE DRIVE

Thisisjust aquick update to those of you who are contributing your returnable bottle
money to Grace Church. Y our efforts towards reducing the budget deficit are working. Also,
to encourage those not already participating to see how easy it is. In the last 6 weeks, as far
as we can track, we have raised over $160. That is over $100 a month. We still have 7
months and alot of picnics to accumulate more returnables. And, we still welcome new par-
ticipants. Either bring your Shaws chits from your refunds or the money you®e received.
We® cash them and use it to lessen our deficit for this year.




Grace® Top Readsthanks Sue Musk!
If you haven®read the adventures of Father Tim and the people of Mitford you arein for a
treat! Thank you to Sue Musk for donating the first four booksin the Mitford series to Grace®Top
Readslibrary.

The Top Readslibrary is a special sub-section of the Grace Library, on the shelvesto the far
right. It features an ever-growing collection of our parishioners@avorite books. Inscriptionsin the
front tell why the book is special to each donor. Top Reads has everything from searing social com-
mentary to the Wind in the Willows to awesome beach reads. Check one out and see what makes a
fellow Gracer tick! To donate a book, fill out a bookplate, tuck it in your book, and leave both on the
top shelf. AND THANK YOU!

What being a partner with a parish in Haiti would mean for Grace

"First, foremost, and last, the Partnership Program is about building relationships. We do many
wonderful things together in Christ®name, but most of all we come together to grow in oneness with
one another and with Christ our God. All that we do and all that we are, by God®grace, grows out
of our inspired hearts, which move us to serve those to whom God has sent us. Blessings abound for
al that areinvolved, receivers and givers aike.

"The love of God is expressed in and through the mission and ministries of the Partnership Pro-
gram in avariety of ways: ministries of education, healthcare, agriculture, microenterprise, nutrition,
feeding, clothing, sharing the joy of Christ, telling the story of the love of God in Christ, and on and
on. Many ways emerge in which God uses us to go about God®work in Haiti. Together, the part-
ners seek to discern God®particular call for them in the particular place and time of their mutual
ministries."

.......... from the Partnership booklet put out by the Diocese of Haiti

A Geranium Extravaganzal
Thanks to the Women of Grace, and Dot McKennafor coordinating: thisyear’'s geranium sale
was wonderfully successful, is aready beautifying our city, and raised over $1200. Thanks also to
everyone who bought geraniums this year!

Do you have adigital camera and don®know where to start? Do you have questions about a
using your Windows computer programs? Wendy iswilling to try to help. Please, sign up on the
sheet posted on the bulletin board, or call the office at 443-3792 to make arrangements for a quick
lesson to be held after regular office hours. If there is enough interest, we might start a class or
workshop.

(Note from Michael—Wendy is a good teacher of camera and computer skills, and is able to
help even technol ogy-frightened people get started. Thisis a personal offer Wendy is making on her
own time—pl ease take advantage of it!)




Interment Servicefor Doris Meeker
June 23, 2006 - Squirrel Island
Boats from Pier 8, Boothbay Harbor 9 AM, 10:30 AM
From Squirrel 12:30 PM, 3:00 PM
Please bring your own picnic lunch.
“Lookout,” the Mayo Cottage, will be home base.
(See poster on bulletin board for Squirrel 1sland photo)

ANNUAL PASTORAL CARE REPORT & UPDATE

Through an unfortunate oversight the Pastoral Care Report never made it into to the Annual
Report this past January. Therefore, with our apologies we offer you the following belated Report
and Update.

A small group quietly continues to serve those members of the parish who are no longer able to
participate regularly in the fullness of our community parish life. The visitors share the love of
Christ with those who may be alone, isolated, frail sick or disabled in mind body or spirit. In so do-
ing the visitor and the one visited experience the Love of Christ through the relationship.

The Rector who has met monthly with members of the team convenes the group. We support
one ancther in our ministries as we provide confidential pastoral care to parishionersin need. Re-
cently, we have chosen to be more intentional about sharing parts of our faith stories as a way to sup-
port our journeys, one another’s spiritual growth, and develop our pastoral skills. We believe that
this sometimes-challenging level of intimacy will make us all better pastors and spiritual leaders.

In reviewing last year’ sreport, our plan to merge our efforts with the healing team ministry was
not accomplished due to scheduling conflicts. However, we continue to have two overlapping mem-
bers.

We have completed our second very successful grief support group co-led led by the Rector and
parishioner and ad hoc team member Helene McGlauflin, who has professional qualifications as a
grief counselor. We are indeed gifted by her leadership.

At members and the Rector®@request, we sponsored four impromptu Adult Ed Sunday morning
sessions to introduce the congregation to some of the basic principles of lay pastoral care. Thiswas
lead by the Rev. David Smith and Deacon Carol Huntington.

All of our current lay pastoral care ministers have aready graduated from a more formal and
extensive training program provided at their various former parishes!!! We are indeed blessed with
skilled and experienced lay pastors.

We warmly invite any parishioner who would like to explore a possible calling to lay pastoral
careto please speak with the Rector and join us. We hope in the future to provide a more in-depth
training program and to therefore greatly expand the numbers of the team.

Perhaps our most important pleais for members of the parish to notify the Church Office when
you or someone elseis:

*  Hospitalized

*  Expecting surgery

* At Homein need of pastoral care, visitation, prayer, Holy Communion or annointing, or some
kind of concrete assistance like food, meals, a Reader or, aride.

(Continued on next page)
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If you are hospitalized, or know someone who is, PLEASE call and tell us. The hospitals may
ask your church affiliation, but they do not notify us of your admission—ever! (Well, practically
never). Itisnot whining to call up and tell usyou arein the hospital—we want to know!

Thanks!

The Rev. Michael Ambler, Rector,
Deacon Carol Huntington

The Rev. Dan Kunhardt,

Helene McGlauflin, ex officio
Sandra Meck

Judy Nash

The Rev. David Smith

Phyllis Smith

Mary Swain

“Do not be daunted by the world's grief. Do justly, now, love mercy, now. Y ou are not obliged to
complete the work, but neither are you free to abandon it.”

Dear Missioners,

These words from the Talmud comfort me because there seems to be so much that is unjust, un-
fair, and just plain wrong and Evil in our world. Some of what iswrong is my responsibility and
only if | take my role seriously can | cometo live in the peace that Christ promises. Some of us have
been reading Smpler Living, Compassionate Life - A Christian Perspective. It isa collection of
very brief essays by various theol ogians and people of prayerful, radical action. It provides some
ways to perhaps make some positive changes. Some ways to more faithfully live into God' s King-
dom.

We had a wonderful First Mission Gathering with just over 20 mission leaders including several
members of our Vestry for Soup and Song — A Gathering Celebrating Mission. (Special Thanksto
Pasha for cooking and leading and entertaining usin song and to Al for serving as ‘ chief bottle
washer’.)

| had hoped it would be a way to both say Thank You and recognize our ministries and various
missioners, aswell asto increase fellowship and foster our getting to know one another on a deeper
level. Apparently we succeeded!! The written evaluations also indicated almost unanimity regarding
two other items:

1. Having a Mission Gathering about three times a year;
2. Hearing more about various Mission Ministries when we gather.
Therefore, the next two dates for
Soup and Song — A Gathering Celebrating Mission are
Sunday JULY 9, after Worship at 11:30 to 1:00 PM and
Anevening in THE FALL from 6 PM to 7:30 PM.
Mark your Calendars.

Faithfully, Deacon Carol




ACOLYTESNEEDED

Want to join afun club? Anyone eight years of age or older can become a mem-
ber. You®e seen them every Sunday. It®alot of fun. We are losing some of our mem-
bers because they are moving. We need acolytes! The requirements are that you be inter-
ested in serving with others on the Altar and represent the church. Y ou® wear robes like the
ones you®e seen and support Father Ambler as he conducts the services. It isagreat experi-
ence and you® get to meet and serve with others.

If your child isinterested, contact Clif Cook at email: cbicook1@yahoo.com with your
child®@name, age and any experience they may have as an acolyte. Y ou may also contact
Father Ambler at gracechurch@blazenetme.net . Clif and Father Ambler will also be avail-
able at most Sunday services. Our goal isto train new acolytes within 3 weeks of joining
and have them serve the first time. Any questions can be sent to Clif or Father Ambler.

NEWS FROM THE TRACT RACK

I’ ve heard the testimony of some whose lives have been redirected after reading atract. I've
heard others say atract hasled them to areturn to a spiritua practice long neglected. And for some,
the effect of atract has brought about refreshment to their soul. But don’t feel you must be guided
by the experience of others. Find atract that appealsto you. Read it thoughtfully for it may suggest
something new for you to try out, to test through your own practice. And hopefully, it might begin a
process of fulfilling your natural urge for spiritua growth and deepened faith.

Thetract rack islocated in the narthex. Pause and browse the titles If atract doesn't speak to you
at the moment, take it home anyway. A tract given to afriend or relative might be just the help they
need.

Submitted by Father Don Schroeder

Spring In-Gathering of the United Thank Offering.

On Sunday, June 11, 2006, parishioners are asked to bring in the contents of their Blue
Boxes for the Spring I n-Gathering of the United Thank Offering. If you will be awvay on
Sunday the 11", you may write a check for the amount (or bring the coins themselves!) and
place it (them) into the offering plate during the service on the Sunday the 4™ or the 18"—
Be sure, in any case, to write “UTO” on the memo line of the check or “UTQO” on the enve-
lope full of coins. Thisway, we can track the number of participants and amounts contrib-
uted.

Knitters Pot Luck Dinner
All knitters and crafters, past and present, are invited to a pot luck supper on Wednesday,
May3lst at 6 p.m. Thiswill be the final meeting of our industrious, creative group, until September.
Thank you for all you have created for the children of our area.




Women of Grace Picnic
The Women of Grace will meet on Wednesday, June 14, following the 10 o’ clock service. This
will be the final meeting until Fall. Weather permitting, we will have
apicnic and gardening meeting, so please bring your own sandwich; drinks and desserts will be
available. Also, bring your lawn chair and gardening tools. All women are invited, so let’s make
this a celebration of Women of Grace.

GREET A BIRTHDAY BOY OR GIRL!
Each month we compile alist of all the birthdays we are aware of, and post them in the narthex
(copies are available on the card tablein front of the library doors, though we no longer print themin
the Ship). Peruse the list, and surprise someone with abirthday greeting!

Rector’s Sabbatical in 2007

Being a parish priest is more than ajob. Even outside the church | am apriest, visible and on
call. When | walk down the street, | may be focused on getting milk at Brackett's, but to many peo-
ple who see me, I’ m still—appropriately enough—the Rector of Grace. In that senseit’s a 24/7 sort
of work, and that’swhy | love it so: it weaves together the strands of work, prayer, family, and com-
munity, al into one whole. It'san integrated life, and | am deeply grateful to be called to live it
among you.

At the same time, even Jesus needed to go away sometimes, to think and pray and be quiet. It's
not good for anyone' s soul to be afocus of attention all thetime. And so the Episcopal Church pro-
vides extended Sabbath |eaves, every five or six years, for its priests.

| plan to be on Sabbatical from February through May, 2007. During those months | hope to
visit family, to do some traveling with Darreby, and to revive my very rusty French. We expect to
be away from Bath for most of the four months (and would love help finding a house-sitter!).

While I’'m away, Grace will be blessed to have the clerical leadership of the Rt. Rev. John
Smith, retired Bishop of West Virginia. Bishop Smith is, with Victoria Smith, a parishioner of
Grace Church—Dbut has been away serving as interim Rector at the church in Bridgeton, Maine, al-
most since they first arrived here. Bishop Smith will serve part-time; and the Wardens and Vestry
will of course be active in the leadership and care of the church.

Sabbatical is atime of refreshment not only for the clergy person, but also for the congregation.
By thetime | go on leave, | will have preached around 200 Sunday sermons at Grace Church, and
you will be awfully used to the sound of my voice. Thetime | am away will be a chance for the par-
ish to hear another voice, another understanding of what it means to follow Christ and how we can
best be the Church.

One question that always surfacesin sabbatical conversationsis, “is he coming back?’ The an-
swer is, yes. Infact, asabbatical only makes sense, and is only ethically appropriate, when thereisa
definite intention to come back. If | had any thoughts about |eaving Grace Church, | would not be
planning a sabbatical.

There will be much more opportunity to plan, to ask and answer questions, and to prepare. Right
now, thisis simply what Bishop Knudsen calls “distant early warning”!

--Michael




Dear Family of Grace:

| have been away from Grace Church for three Sundays and | can say without a doubt that | truly
miss being at Grace Church. | appreciate so much your willingness to take me in as a seminarian this
past year. Y our welcoming spirit, your deep concern for Christian education and mission and out-
reach and your careful attention to Sunday worship granted me a glimpse of a solid congregation. |
also appreciate your patience with my preaching experiments. Y our comments were extremely help-
ful and gracious. Finaly, | will be forever impressed with your aptitude for and talentsin theological
reflection. Y ou graciously shared your knowledge, questions and apprehensions about things inter-
religious, theological and Biblical. Anyone in the position of sharing knowledge would be gifted to
have such a group of learnersto learn alongside. | was lucky enough to
be one of those this year at Grace Church.

| have already enjoyed enough summer to last me through my last year at seminary, but | ook
forward to spending more time (and energy!) with Joe and Ava as the weather warms. Y ou may see
us from time to time this summer and | certainly look forward to seeing you. | also look forward to
next year when we will have the chance to talk and learn more, pray more and sing more. Until then,
please know the Grace Church parish
family isin my thoughts and prayers.
-With gratitude and in the peace of Chrigt,

Carolyn Coleman

Summer Sunday School to Start in Late June
Once again this year, Grace Church will offer a summer Sunday School program for young chil-
dren. Details are still evolving as of this writing—watch the bulletins, newpaper ads, and “this
weekend at Grace” e-mailsfor details as they become available.

FROM DARREBY AMBLER
It turns out my wonderful, funny, learned baroque recorder teacher becomes a landscaper
in the summer. (Who knew?) He needs money and work. 1®etold him I® pass his name
along . His card says he does landscaping "design, installation, and maintenance.” He's
done some trimming and planting for us, and as far as we can tell (we're not gardeners) he
does good work.
His nameis Anthony Allen, he livesin Freeport, and his number is 865-3865.

COFFEE HOUR EXPERIMENT JUNE 18, 25

How can we enjoy fellowship and refreshment together, and still get outside to enjoy God’'s
good sunshine on summer Sundays?

How about gathering for lemonade and cookies not after the ten-fifteen service, but before it?
(Coffee hour for the eight 0’ clock service will continue as usual.)

And how great would it beif some of the eight-o’ clockers were till around, so that at least some
of us ended up meeting in the middle?

We're going to give it atry, as an experiment. On June 18 and 25, lemonade hour for the later
service will be before the service begins. If welikeit, we'll keep it that way through the summer. If
we don't, we'll go back to having refreshments when the service is over.




How to Donate Flowers

Many Sundays through the year, members and friends of the parish donate atar flowersto the glory

of God, and in remembrance of aperson or thanks for an event. Donating flowersis easy:

1. Sign up on the sheet in the vestibule (the little room that connects the Narthex to the parking lot).
Please note down your name and phone number—not the name of the person you are commemo-
rating!

2. Joanne Hunt will call you the week before your date to discuss arrangements. We use alocal
florist for al orders, and we are told that the nice pair of arrangements runs about $70 (flowers
are expensive, and the money all goesto theflorist). If thisis more than you want to do, talk to
Joanne, who is very creative and can suggest ways to economize without looking skimpy.
Checks should be made payable to Grace Church, with “Flowers” on the memo line.

3. Inthe summer time, parishioners are welcome—encouraged—to contribute flowers from their
gardens rather than expensive “bought” flowers. Again, please discuss this with Joanne.

If you have questions, please contact Joanne Hunt 798-4890, or jwhunt@gwi.net, who has answers!

Submitting SHIP articles
Please submit all SHIP items to the Grace Church e-mail address:
gracechurch@blazenetme.net or bring them to the office. | organize them and Michael
reads all articles before we send them to Aileen and Richard Wenzel. This helpsto avoid
conflicts or duplication of information from being printed.
Thank you, Wendy

Photo Board
If you are new to Grace Church (or are just wily and have managed to escape my grasp)
we want to have your photo up on the "Grace®Most Wanted" face board. On display are
smiles of every type (knowing, impish, forced, sunny, puzzled). Periodically | set up
"official" photo session, but until that happens | wanted to let people know | do bring my
camera along ailmost every Sunday. If you happen to see me (minister®wife, shaggy brown
hair, choir robes) PLEASE gently grab me and let me know if 1@e missed you. -Darreby

Ushers & Welcomers
We now have a great group of ushers & welcomers but things do come up necessitating
last minute changes and it would be wonderful to have more people to call upon. If you
would like to participate in this simple, yet important, stewardship please call Dorothy Kerr
at 729-1422.

About Gifts
Checksintended for the Food Bank, (Food Pantry, Soup Kitchen and Clothing Ex-
change) should be made out to GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH with the "FOOD BANK™
written on the memo line.
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