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December Events at Grace

Morning Prayerseach Mon, Tues. & Thurs. until Christmas, 9 a.m. in the chapd

Choir rehearsal each Thursday, 7 p.m.

Adult Education between each Sunday Service This month, " Bad Girls of the Bible" .

Dec. 1, Thurs,, 7 p.m.: Coffeewith Bishop Knudsen

Dec. 4, Sun.: Healing Service and Food Bank Donations

Dec. 5, Mon.: EFM at 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 6, Tues.: 4-5:15 p.m. Living with L oss

Dec. 7, Wed., 7 p.m.: Facilities Committee

Dec. 9. Fri., 9 am.: Finance committee

Dec. 12, Mon,. 6:30 p. m: EFM

Dec. 13, Tues,, 4-5:15 p.m. Living with L oss

Dec. 14, Wed., 11 a.m., Women of Grace

Dec. 15, Thurs., 4 p.m. Pastoral Care Team 6p.m., Vestry

Dec. 23, Fri., 1:30 p.m.: Sunnybrook H.E. 7 p.m., " Blue Christmas"

Dec. 24, Sat. CHRISTMASEVE 4 p.m. Family Service9 p.m., Festival Eucharist

Dec. 25, Sun. CHRISTMASDAY 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Single Service)

Dec. 26, Mon. Office Closed

Dec. 27-30 Limited Office Hours

January Events at Grace

EFM each Monday at 6:30 p.m. EXCEPT January 2nd.

Jan. 1, Sun.: SINGLE 9 am. Lessons & Carols Service Healing Service and Food Bank
Donations

Jan. 4, Wed., 4 p.m.: Stewardship 7:30 p.m.: Facilities

Jan. 6, Fri., 9 am.: Finance (to be confir med)

Jan. 7, Sat., 10 am.-2 p.m.: Episcopal Peace Fellowship at St. Mark's Church, Waterville;
snow date, January 14th

Jan. 8, 15, 22 Sun. between Services: Adult Education, Anglican Communion: What isit,
and Whereisit Going?

Jan. 11, Wed., after 10 am Service Women of Grace, 4 p.m.: Stewardship Committee, 7
p.m.: Worship Committee

Jan. 12, Thurs., 4p.m.: Pastoral Care Team, 6p.m.: Vestry (subject to confirmation)

Jan. 18-24. Rector on Retreat

Jan. 20, Fri., 1:30 p.m.: Sunnybrook H.E.

Jan. 24, Tues.: Clothing Exchange, 6-8:00 p.m.

Jan. 29, Sunday, 9 am., SINGLE SERVICE Followed by the ANNUAL MEETING

Holy Eucharist
Services
Sunday:
8am& 10am.
Wednesday:
10 am. inthe
chapel

ALL DATESAND TIMES
ARE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE.

Please check Sunday
Bulletins, bulletin board
and easel for current up-

Theweek following
Christmas, there
will be limited of-

ficehours. Michad
and Wendy will
check telephone

and e-mail fre-
quently. For
EMERGENCIES,
please call the Rec-
tor at 443-3389
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SEXLONS wreeereeerrrnrrrrreeeranans John Guerette, Patty Hay Clerk «eeeeeeeensrreernennn Diane Paterson
Organist & Vestrypersons
Choir Director « -« «sseweeees Donna Sewall Judith Elser Marnie Hackenberg

Director's Assistant -+ Mariah Sewall Dorothy Kerr

Carolyn Meixell

Richard Poliquin
Lisa Steffian




from the Rector

The Reverend Michael Ambler, Jr.
Dear People of Grace,

Late on Halloween evening | had to make aquick trip to Shaw’sfor milk. All over town
children were sorting their candy haul and feeling ill. Pumpkins still flickered on doorsteps.
Outside it was early fall, acrisp lovely night, with the leaves just beginning to blow down
from the trees.

Inside the fluorescent-lit store, stockers were frantically throwing the orange and black-
wrapped candy into the half-off bin, and stuffing the shelves with red and green-wrapped
candy. Jingle bells! Christmas had come to the market. Ho ho hum.

There isareason that you, like I, may not have caught that Christmas spirit quite yet.
Thereasonissimple:

It's not Christmas yet.

There’ s no worse way to ruin the pleasure of a gift than to get anxious and peek ahead of
time. Christmasisaagreat gift. Christmas, the celebration of Christ’s coming, isagift that
God gives fredly to every single one of us. We may have been naughty, or we may have
been nice. Christ comes for each of us regardless.

But it’s not time to receive that gift yet. First we must receive the quieter, more poign-
ant gift of Advent.

Advent is not optional. It isthe context that gives Christmas meaning. Advent chal-
lenges us to stop running around so desperately. We can make our holiday preparations, but
let’s remember along the way to pay attention to God. After al, it is not we who produce
Christmas. Advent isatime for quiet and reflection, for prayer and stillness. It'satime for
us to notice how dark the nights are, and how shadowed the days are. I'm thinking this Ad-
vent about how many of God'’ s beloved right here at Grace Church are living through hard
times. Life sometimesfeelslikearolling crisis. Thiswaswhy Christ needed to come in the
first place. If thisfeelslike the dark night to you, let it be.

The thing about dark nights, though, isthat they let you see the stars.

Look, over there. Right there, see? Just above the dark line of trees, in the east. Do you
seeit? Wasthat star there before?

Y ours faithfully,
Michael +




Adult Education Classes L aunched!

In early October, we launched our new and long-awaited program of adult education.
We now offer short series of classes on different topics throughout the * school year”;
classes meet from 9:15 to 10:00 every Sunday morning except when we have a single, com-
bined service.

Our first series was brilliantly led by Carolyn Coleman, Grace Church’s seminarian this
year, on World Religions from a Christian Perspective. The Chapel was packed each of the
five mornings the class met. Carolyn offered abrief but rich introduction to Buddhism, Hin-
duism, Islam, and Judaism. The last session invited us to consider how we as Christians can
look respectfully—but without compromising our own beliefs—at the other great religions
of the world.

Now, and up until Christmas, we are offering Bad Girls of the Bible. Thisclassinvites
participants to look at some of the more colorful women in scripture. What is God doing
through their lives and their stories? Where do we see judgment, hope, sin, redemption, and
love in each of their stories? What do these women have to do with the birth of Jesus? Lisa
Steffian is the moderator for these discussions; copies of the book Bad Girls of the Bible are
availablein the Library, or may be ordered through Bath Book Shop.

Next up we will be offering a class on the Anglican Communion, the worl dwide associa-
tion of churches of which the Episcopal Church is a (sometimes uneasy) part. Our study
will begin on January 8, Anglican Communion Sunday, and will run for three weeks. We
will ask, what is the Anglican Communion? Isit important to us? What doesit mean to be
“in communion” with other churches? What is the Windsor Report, and what does it mean
for our future? Watch the easel in the Narthex for more details as the new year approaches!

Grace on the Small Screen!

Did you catch the broadcast of our St. Francis Day Blessing of the Animals? People all over
town noticed and appreciated it—special thanks to Marilee Harris, who videotaped the event and
edited the tape for public access cable.

What would you think about videotaping services on aregular basis? It's amazing how many
people watch public access cable (just goes to show what a great city thisis); broadcasting services
might be an exciting form of evangelism.

Marilee iswilling to work on this, but it would be a big project—we’ d need several people to
take it on together. If you'd like to help, please see the Rector.




Episcopal Peace Fellowship to meet in Waterville

Come to the next meeting of The Episcopal Peace Fellowship on January 7, 10-2 at St.
Mark’s Church, Waterville (possible snow date, January 14™). Bring abag lunch. The
Episcopa Peace Fellowship works to promote peace and justice through the political proc-
ess;, come and learn how you can be part of this mission.

For more information, contact the Rev. John Beaven (389-2635) or the Rev. Carol Hunt-
ington (443-5777).

Parish Fair Benefits Katrina Relief

As this Ship is being written, Tubbs Hall isfilling with tables, chairs, donated sale
items, and all the other fittings for the first full-scale Parish Fair Grace Church hasheld in
years. We have sold an alarming number of tickets for lunch; there will be baked goods
and gifts for sale; we will accept orders for Christmas decorations: all to benefit our
neighborsin the Gulf Coast, for whom the effects of last summer’s hurricanes are still un-
folding. By thetime you read this, it will be all over... Thank you to Dot McKenna and
Linda Williamson for co-Chairing the event, and to all the people of Grace whose work
makesit al possible!

What is a Blue Christmas Service?

The Christmas season is one of fellowship, festivity and celebration. That’s what makes
it wonderful. It'salso precisely what makes it painful for people who are mourning, or
lonely, or sad, or just turned off by the commercial hoopla.

A Blue Christmas service ministers to those who want to hear the Good News of
Christ’ s birth, without the mistletoe and wassail. It will be a contemplative service; it will
look toward hope more than it sings of glory. It will remind us of the deep joy of God’'s
love for us, and will acknowledge that the world Jesus meets usin is often a difficult place.

Christ cameto all of us, but his attention was often directed toward those who were
struggling. Come and worship at this Blue Christmas service if you think Christ may be
looking especially for you. Heis.

Our Blue Christmas service will be on Friday evening, December 23, at 7 p.m. Thiswill
be an ecumenical service, which we'll advertise as widely aswe can. Please invite your
friends.




Big News About the Clothing Exchange

I will begin by saying that we there is a new need and a new opportunity to serve the
Food Bank. As you know that mission includes the Clothing Exchange at Corliss Street
Baptist Church. Since that program began Corliss Street has operated it. Wallace Hinkley
has been the manager for many years. Wallace is no longer able to continue in that position.
Thisresulted in the Food Bank taking a closer ook at that part of our ministry. The area of
operation has been completely redone and renamed The Old Schoolhouse Clothing Ex-
change . The actual facility was the school in the 19" century. A generous gift from the
Christian Scientists allowed usto add a chair lift to provide handicapped access. After many
hours of volunteer labor the space |ooks wonderful .

Thisisthe only placein this areafor people to obtain free clothing. Everything avail-
able there has been washed sized and displayed on racks. There are items for everyone. The
program encourages peopl e to bring clothing they no longer use and make it atrue ex-
change.

The hours of operation have been changed. It will be open to the public only Tues-
day evenings from six to eight. Each of our twelve sustaining churches will be expected to
provide volunteers for afew hours several times ayear. During the week we are manning
the Tuesday hours, we can go in at our convenience to sort and size donations. It has been
decided that sorting donations in the presence of clients simply doesn’t work.

The dates assigned to Grace Church for the year 2006 are as follows
Jan 24th, Mar 28", Jun 6", Aug 15", and Oct 24™.

—Debby Hayden

Rector on Retreat, January 18-24

| will be leaving on a personal retreat for six days, from Wednesday January 18 through
Tuesday January 24. As| havein past years, | will spend aweek in Canterbury, England.
I’ll attend services and spend timein prayer and meditation in the Cathedral; and I'll have
great, unbroken expanses of time for the sort of theological reading that | loved in seminary
but that often takes aback seat to more urgent obligations in everyday parish life. Thistime
for retreat and refreshment is part of the way Grace Church takes care of me, and | appreci-
ate it deeply.
--Michael

Ushers & Welcomers
We now have agreat group of ushers & welcomers but things do come up necessitating
last minute changes and it would be wonderful to have more peopleto call upon. If you
would like to participate in this simple, yet important, stewardship please call Dorothy Kerr
at 729-1422.




Excerptsfrom aletter delivered to Bishop Knudsen
at Grace Church on December 1%

Dear Bishop Knudsen,

When you came to Maine to be our Bishop, you told the diocese that you would serve
for ten years, and then retire. Just as you told us you would do, afew weeks ago you for-
mally set in motion the process that will lead to the election and consecration of your suc-
cessor about two years from now.

It was just as you had said al along it would be.

But of course, everyone was shocked.

No one can imagine a Diocese of Maine without you at its head. No one wants to.

We at Grace Church can’t imagine it either, but unlike the rest of the Diocese, we have a
hope to console us: that when you stop being the Diocesan, you will start hanging out more
with us, your neighbors and particular fans.

Aswe contemplated all of this, it seemed natural to offer ourselves a particular opportu-
nity to express our affection for you, and our appreciation of your ministry, through the ve-
hicle of the Onein Christ Campaign. Hereisalist...

Thislist is definitively underinclusive in one way: many who could not participate in
the campaign are strong in their love for you and their appreciation of your Episcopate.

Yours faithfully,
All the People of Grace

Grace Church Down Through the Ages
Portland Press Herald, January 6, 1928

Grace Episcopal contingent used to set forth at Midnight and finish at Sunrise.

While not detracting from the honor due Frederick W. Briggs of Portland, who is cred-
ited with having introduced the quaint English custom of carol singing to the nation over 30
years ago, Bath folk feel that the carolers of Grace Episcopal Church of this city are deserv-
ing of recognition in as much as the Grace Church carolers started their activities 37 years
ago and have, without exception, observed each Christmas Eve to date.

Mr. Briggs idea had its inception following avisit to England where the yuletide was
ushered in by the singing of Christmas carols, and to Englishmen is largely due the credit for
originating the custom in Bath in 1892.

The carolers were led by a cornetist and sang from midnight to sunrise, visiting 25
places. Pledge envel opes were placed under doors at the houses before which the group
sang, and about $100.00 was raised to purchase music for the choir of Grace Church. Since
their origin in Bath 37 years ago, Y uletide activities of the Grace Church carolers have been
one of the most appreciated features of the Christmas observance in the Shipping City.




JUSTICE AND SOCIAL MINISTRIES SUPPORT PROJECT
submitted by Deacon Carol November 19, 2005

So far since September 1, I've met with 10 leaders of outreach ministries at Grace to learn what
is happening in the arena of social and peace and justice ministries. Many of these leaders work with
acadre of other Grace volunteers. My efforts have been a bit Slower than I'd like, but certainly
steady. We have two ideas to begin with:

1. Have a simple gathering from noon to 2 PM on a Sunday in February to share joys and chal-
lenges, support one another and learn from one another. Pray together. | hope to share atime for
theological reflection or Bible study. All thisto be done over a pot of soup and bread.

2. For the Parish written Annual Report (due in mid January) submit a brief paragraph about
each one of the Outreach ministries that Grace leaders are doing. (Either drafted by the leader or if
they don’t have time, drafted by me on their behalf).

Theministries I'm aware of include the following listed below. But please let me know if I've
missed some particular mission effort. Also note that thisisin no particular order:

Native American — Diocesan Committee on Indian Relations
Habitat for Humanity ( 20 people)

Episcopal Peace Fellowship

Peace Action Maine

Bath Food Bank

Bath Soup Kitchen

Meals on Wheels

Environmental issues -Bottled water

Referendum 1: Vote No for Equal Rights

10. Haiti Maine Committee

11. Haiti Teamat Grace, Bath

12. Elder Abuse Task Force

13. Battered Women's Shelter / Domestic Violence

14. United Way

15. Washington House Residents Rights Empowerment Group
16. Elder Outreach Network

17. Cadlition for the Elderly and the Disabled

18. UTO

19. Volunteer Lawyers Project

20. Episcopal Public Policy Network

WoNoUk~wNE

Please call or email me with your ideas. Thanks!
443-5777 home 373-2282 work Carol @Carol Huntington.com




Christmas Service Schedule

On Friday, December 23, we will offer a“Blue Christmas” service, which will open our
Christmas celebrations in areflective, contemplative tone (see the separate article for de-
tails).

Thereafter, our Christmas services this year will follow the schedule we inaugurated last
year:

On Christmas Eve, we will hold afamily service of carols, Christmas pageant, and com-
munion, at 4:00 in the afternoon. This serviceisfor people of al ages, from children
through adults; it isjoyful, reverent, possibly alittle chaotic, and a glorious way to begin
family Christmas festivities.

Later that evening, at 9:00, we will celebrate the Christ Mass: an equally joyous, but
slightly more “grown-up” festival of lessons, carols, sermon and communion. Thisisthe
“midnight service” many of us have loved through the years, moved up to an earlier hour so
that more of us can be there. Thisis probably after the bedtimes of most younger children,
but older children are often marvellously open to the majesty and wonder of the festival lit-
urgy—and of course, worshippers of al ages are warmly welcome!

Finally, on Christmas morning, we will hold a ssmple service of Holy Communion at
10:30. Thisisnot agrand service like those of Christmas Eve, but a chance to gather, to
pray, and to reflect on the glory that has cometo us. Please note that the Feast of the Nativ-
ity takes precedence over Sunday—that’s a fancy way of saying that we are properly sus-
pending usual Sunday services Christmas morning, in favor of our special Christmas
schedule.

Please be with us for Christmas! And remember, there is probably no easier timeto in-
vite afriend or neighbor to come to church.

Stewardship Campaign Update—2006

This year we decided to change our approach to the fall pledge campaign. From alovely
and festive kick-off supper, to a Sunday sermon and finance committee presentation, to a
followup mailing, to pledge ingathering, we focused our full attention for one concentrated
week on our stewardship of the church.

The results of that prayer and attention are extremely encouraging. As of our publica-
tion deadline, we have received pledges of $180,000. BRAVO! Thisiswonderful news
indeed, especially in our current climate of economic uneasiness.

Thank you to all who have pledged so generously. And please, if you have been mean-
ing to but haven't quite gotten around to it—it would help us enormously if you would send
in your pledge now.

--The Sewardship Committee




Just in timefor Christmas!!!

Grace Church®Newest CD release: "It©All Grace: Songs of Christmas (by the Mem-
bers and Friends of the Grace Church Community.)"

What could be alovelier Christmas gift than a chorus of faithful voices singing songs of
joy, especially when so many of those voices are near and dear to us? Don®miss the oppor-
tunity to buy Grace Church®first CD release (soon to be a collector®@item!).

Featured on the CD are selections from the Grace adult and children®choirs, Grace
(and friends of Grace) instrumentalists, the All Ways One Band, the Sewall family, and vari-
ous happy mixings and matching of al the above, all under Donna Sewall®unique, joyful
direction, and produced by Grace® own recording engineer, Stacy Stack. Says Donna, "This
Is the culmination of all the music that®gone on here al these years, and all the talented
musicians that have come together for the joy of playing...we have members here ages 4 to
84q!"

The priceis $10 each (which is a bargain, because once we sign with Sony, it® be up to
$14.95...) CD®will be available for purchase starting Sunday December 11 at both ser-
vices, and are also available during the week at the church office, at the Bath Book Shop,
and at other fine merchants around town.




Submitting SHIP articles

Please submit al SHIP itemsto the
Grace Church e-mail address:
gracechurch@blazenetme.net or bring
them to the office.

| organize them and Michael reads
all articles before we send them to
Aileen and Richard Wenzel. This helps
to avoid conflicts or duplication of in-
formation from being printed.
Thank you, Wendy

About Gifts
Checksintended for the Food
Bank, (Food Pantry, Soup Kitchen and
Clothing Exchange) should be made out
to GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
with the"FOOD BANK" written on
the memo line.

Photo Board

If you are new to Grace Church (or
are just wily and have managed to es-
cape my grasp) we want to have your
photo up on the "Grace®Most Wanted"
face board. On display are smiles of
every type (knowing, impish, forced,
sunny, puzzled). Periodically | set up
"officia" photo session, but until that
happens | wanted to | et people know |
do bring my camera along almost every
Sunday. If you happen to see me
(minister®wife, shaggy brown hair,
choir robes) PLEASE gently grab me
and let me know if I®&e missed you. -
Darreby

Birthdays
December

12/01
lin
12/01
nez
12/04
12/06
12/06
12/08
12/10
12/10
12/10
12/11
head
12/11
ney
12/11
12/13
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/15
voort
12/17
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/23
12/24
bee
12/25
12/27
land
12/28

Terri-Lynn Dev-
Matthew Fonta-

Kathy Dauphin
Georgia Downs
Andrew Kahrl
Raymond Swain
Dorothy Libby
Robyn Butler
Susan Harrison

Peggy White-

Norma Lee Spin-

Rebecca Roche
Anna Grace
Dorothy Owen
Matthew Bedard
JoLum

Brett Goodfellow
Peter Vander-

Jennie Legard
Sandra Denman
Jm Meixell
Maeley Bedard
Dot McKenna
Roger Heard
Sarah Wether-

Jim Beck
Natasha Wood-

Dorothy

Swearingen

January

01/01
01/02
01/03
01/04
01/04
ery

01/09
01/11
0112
01/13
worth
01/14
01/17
01/19
01/21
o121
01/21
01/23
01/24
01/25
01/26
01/28
01/29
01/30
01/31

Sandra Meck

William Thieme
Judd Ingersoll
Mildred Taggart
Mary Montgom-

Betsy Donovan
Molly Luke
Pauline Redlon
Patricia Long-

Betty Goodhue
Stuart Woodland
Aly Kaply
Margaret Beaven
Judy LeMoine
Melissa Romac
James Carleton
Cynthia White
Susanne Purdy
Rosalys Kondos
Richard Oliver
Diane Crean

Ed Mall
Claudette Tainter
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