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EFM - every Monday at 6:30 p.m.
October Eventsat Grace
Sun. 10/2: Blessing of the Animals Library Park at 2 p.m.
Wed. 10/5: Facilities Committee 7p.m.
Wed. 10/12: Worship Committee 7 p.m.
Fri. thru Sun. 10/14 -10/16: YOUTH EVENT
Sun., 10/16: CROP WALK
Thu 10/20, noon: Altar Guild POTLUCK meeting
Thu thru Sat. 10/20-10/22: Diocesan Convention
Fri., 10/21: Financial Committee, 9 am.
H.E Service at Sunnybrook Village 1:30 p.m.
Wed 10/26: Stewardship
Thu 10/27: Vestry at 6 p.m.
Fri  10/28 Parish Stewardship Dinner at Winter St Church 6pm Child care at Grace

November Events at Grace
Wed. 11/2: Facilities Committee 7p.m.
Sun. 11/6 IN-GATHERING OF PLEDGES
Tue 11/8:4-5:15p.m. Living with Loss
Wed. 11/9: Worship Committee 7 p.m.
Fri ~ 11/11: Financial Committee, 9 am.
Tue 11/15:4-5:15 p.m. Living with Loss
Wed 11/16: SHIP DEADLINE
Thu 11/17: Vestry at 6 p.m.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
Fri  11/25: H.E Service at Sunnybrook Village 1:30 p.m.
Tue 11/29: 4 - 5:15 p.m. Living with Loss

ALL DATESAND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
Please check Sunday Bulletins, bulletin board and easel for
current up-dates.

Holy Eucharist
Services
Sunday:
8amé& 10 am.
Wednesday:
10 am. inthe
chapel
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from the Rector

The Reverend Michael Ambler, Jr.
Dear People of Grace,

Thisisthe most beautiful time of year in Maine. The days are still long and warm, the
light has taken on a buttery yellow richness, the leaves are still green, mostly, but there'sa
chill intheair at night. Foliage season isjust ahead, the grand finale of the display that be-
gan last spring, and we know that the cold short days of winter aren’t far off.

At the same time, thisis an uneasy fall for many in our communities. The Naval Air
Station decision is an economic blow, as well as a personal one—most all of us have friends
who will have to leave when the airplanes go. The cost of fuel oil has alot of usworried
about making ends meet. Thewar in Iraq grinds on, and if you re-read the predictions of the
pre-invasion doomsayers, it’s hard not to conclude that the situation we'rein is exactly the
one they described. As| writethis, Ritaisthreatening the leveesin New Orleans, and peo-
ple who had become refugees of one hurricane are leaving their refuges to flee a second one.

| think that lifeisaways likethis. It's aways amixture of glory and disaster. Just read
the Psalms—the Psalmist can swing from exultation to bitter despair and back again in so
few versesthat it leaves you dizzy. Y et through all the joy, and all the heartbreak, the pres-
ence of God infusesthose verses. Lifeislike that, too.

The people of God who together form Grace Church are hardly immune from the ups
and downs of life. But like the Psalmist, we know that God infuses our lives, in both good
moments and hard ones.

Thisfall is one of the most exciting that I’ ve seen at Grace Church. Existing activities
go from strength to strength, including Rite 13 (now Journey to Adulthood, or J2A, asits
participants grow up), and our Education for Ministry class. Committees that in the past
have hunted for members, now have to hunt for chairs. The kitchen table style coffee hour
after the eight o’ clock service is outgrowing its second table. And there are new things just
getting under way: Excellent adult education between the services, more careful attention to
how children experience God at Grace Church; our work with Carolyn Coleman, the semi-
narian we are so blessed to have among us; a deepening focus on outreach, pricked into ur-
gency by the acute needs of our brothers and sistersin the Gulf Coast.

My hope, and our mission, isfor Grace Church to be a place where we and the whole
community can experience the sustaining presence of God, even when (maybe especialy
when) lifeisachallenge. May we celebrate the joys, may we lament the sorrows, may we
learn about God, and serve our neighbors, and be transformed in our souls, day by day by

day.

Yours faithfully,
Michael +




“BOTH.... AND"
Reflections on Finding Our Voices as God’s Prophets
And Good Sanaritans
My dear Grace Pilgrim Companions,

Michael recently asked me "to get to work" on a project we (he, many others and |) had been
considering since last winter: that of discovering what it isthat Grace Church needsin order to bet-
ter support, deepen, and possibly expand our many outreach ministry efforts --- particularly social
ministries. | have listened to about a dozen leaders of socia ministries at Grace —and | still have oth-
ersto meet.

To date, | have received varied feedback on how best to proceed. Y et we seem to agree about a
few things including:

*  no meetings,

*  we need more “hands on” direct relationships, face to face experiences with those in need;

*  we are doing alot and we can do more;

* |tishard work doing the Gospel of serving beside the poor and needy, hungry, prisoner, sick

and dying. Jesus taught us this work is intended to be done in community.

*  Wearenot fully aware of what ministries we here at Grace are aready doing...

We have “official ministries’ and we have “Lone Ranger” ministries. Both are needed. We
need BOTH Prophets AND Good Samaritans. We need system changers and we need Band-Aid
ministers.

Did you know we at Grace Church have:

*  Environmental ministries?

*  Native American justice ministries?

*  Community organizing ministries?

*  Peace ministries?

*  Haiti ministries? .........

We have new suggestions including a prison ministry and Katrina Response.

Bath even after her great heritage and her glorious past is, after al, aworking class town. Even
in these present days, Bath, the City of Ships and Captain’s homes is home to those who can no
longer makeit.... Isthat not the reason why we love living here in Bath exactly because of her di-
versity? Praise God!

Jim Wallace, one of my heroes, writes:

“ Katrina has revealed what was already there in America, an invisible and mostly silent
poverty that we have chosen not to talk about |et alone take responsibility for in the richest
nation on earth....Most of all, it will require us to make different choices and...speak out

for those who cannot speak.”
My prayer iswe will seek, grow and work together to serve and reveal The Christ in our midst.

Peace,
Deacon Carol




Save the Date! Elegant Parish Dinner and Children’s Halloween Party

Be sure to circle Friday, October 28 on your calendar and make plans to be at a very spe-
cia evening for Grace Church. There’'s something for everyone at this kick-off event of the
stewardship season. Children and young people are invited to afantastic Halloween bash in
Tubbs Hall orchestrated by the Intergalactic Czar of Fun herself, Bambi Thompson of the
Discovery Center for Arts and Sciences. While they feast, create, and play, the rest of us will
be gathering down the street at the Winter Street Church for an elegant dinner, comple-
mented by entertainment featuring our musical friends, the All Ways One Band. Thiswill
be a night to celebrate all the wonderful things so abundantly in our midst, the grace and
goodness, the energy, spirit, and joy that make the stewardship of our Grace community so
rewarding and meaningful.

Watch for the poster and sign-up sheet in the narthex—and most of all—Be There!

Nursery Changes

We bid a grateful farewell to Josh Teae, who has cared for our smallest members for
the last two years, and on September 25, we welcome the Hon. Ruthie Pagurko as our new
nursery caretaker. The honorific isdeserved: in addition to her many other civic undertak-
ings, Ruthie is aBath City Councilor. She aso has years of experience of caring for chil-
dren. The nursery has been physically renovated over the last year and a half; thisfall, it
will aso be refurnished with a new sofa, and decorated. Please stop by the Nursery to meet
Ruthie, and tell your friends with babies about the new Grace Church nursery.

Blessing of the Animals, October 2 at 2pm

Bring your furry, scaly, wooly, feathered, or stuffed friends to City Park (aka Library
Park) on Sunday, October 2, at two o’ clock, for the third annual St. Francis Day Blessing of
the Animals! Thisisawonderful chance to thank God for the blessings that we receive
through our pets. It isaso awonderful way to invite non-church people to encounter the
church in an unthreatening sort of way... be sureto invite your friends! (We always have a
blast, and after the service there' s a coffee hour with dog biscuits!).

Women of Grace Mini-Fair and Brunch

Save the date of December 4™ for the Women of Grace Mini Fair and Brunch Watch
future bulletins and the bulletin board for sign-up. Contact Ann Lewis at 443-6653 FMI.




Dear Grace Church,

Thank you for greeting me with awarm welcome on September 4™ and 11™ As
some of you aready know, | am a postulant to the priesthood in the Diocese of Maine and a
second year seminarian at Boston University. Thanks to your generosity of time and spirit
and to Michael Ambler’s enthusiastic willingness to be a mentor, | will be spending this
year at Grace for my field study. | am both grateful and excited to be with you.

My home parishis Saint Alban’sin Cape Elizabeth, though | live with my family in
Topsham. My husband, Joe, is a professor of Sociology at Bowdoin College. And my two
year old daughter, Ava, is aprofessor of wonders and wants, to say nothing of whims. | am
glad to be close by to Grace Church, and Sundays, especially, will be a refreshment from
traveling back and forth to Boston.

| look forward to being a part of your parish life as we worship, minister and learn
together in the coming year. Thank you for this wonderful opportunity to be part of such a
vibrant, warm and welcoming congregation.

In peace,
Carolyn Coleman

Did you Know?

The second Wednesday of each month, the Rev. Ed Greene leads a service of Holy
Communion at Hill House assisted living facility, and the fourth Friday of each month Fr.
Ambler and Judy Nash are at Sunnybrook Village to celebrate the eucharist.

Circle Dinners

It'stimeto sign up for Circle Dinners! Circle dinners are awonderful, fun and informal
way to deepen your friendship with fellow people of Grace. Once each circle is composed,
the members of the circle take turns hosting dinners (which sometimes turn out to be
lunches, if that® preferable) on amutually convenient schedule. Thereis no agenda or
topic, just good company and conversation. And, no one should hesitate to join acircle be-
cause of fear that they don®have enough space to entertain: there are other waysto contrib-
ute, and the most important thing is that everyone participate! See me after the 10:00 ser-
vice, or call me at home at 729-1422.

--Dorothy Kerr




Grace Church for Children: L earning about God, Encountering the Mystery of God

God must be “caught,” aswell as “taught.”

That is the principle that animates our Sunday School program thisyear. We want every
child who comes to Grace Church—whether regularly, or even just once—to learn some-
thing about God, and to experience something of God.

The learning part will take place in Sunday School, which will be for children the
equivalent of the readings and the sermon. Each week, teachers will lead studentsin an en-
counter with the same readings that the grownups are hearing in the service. Children will
learn Bible stories, the shape of the church year, some theology... they will learn about
God.

The experiencing part, we hope, will happen for children asit does for many of us. by
being together in worship. Children have always joined the larger congregation for com-
munion; this year, we are going to ask them to join in alittle earlier, so that they can partici-
pate in the prayers, and in confession. These are important parts of the experience of prepar-
ing ourselves to receive Christ in communion, and we hope that this fuller experience of
worship will help children to catch a glimpse of the mystery and majesty of God.

Kids! October is Name Tag month.
Any child who finds Mrs. Ambler at coffee hour and is wearing his nametag will get a spe-
cial treat! If your parents are wearing their name tags, you get TWO treats!

Second Service Time Change

Q: How many Episcopalians does it take to change a light bulb?

A: Change?'? What do you mean “ change’ !?! My father gave that light bulb....

Never the less, change is about to occur. As part of our commitment to offer excellent
and exciting Adult Education between the services, we have redlized that we need to slightly
expand the amount of available time between the services. Therefore, beginning on October
23 (the week after Harry Potter, the first week of our World Religions class), the second ser-
vicewill start afew minuteslater, at 10:15 every Sunday morning. We will keep this sched-
ule throughout the regular year, until about Memorial Day. Because we won't have adult
education programs in the summertime, we'll go back to a shorter interval between services
for the summer (maybe even—what do you think—starting the second service at 9:30 in the
summer months?)




Harry Potter |11—the Diocesan Y outh are Coming!

Once again thisfall, we welcome Middle School aged children from all over the Diocese
for aweekend-long retreat at Grace Church. The retreat will begin on the evening of Friday,
October 14; it will continue al day Saturday, October 15, and it will culminate on Sunday,
October 16. Thetheme of this year’s gathering is the cost of faith—from everyday costs,
such as feeling embarrassed about believing in God, to mortal costs, such as are paid by
Christians under persecution for their faith.

Grace Church has athree year history of extending extraordinary hospitality to the youth
and their leaders. Once again this year, we (together with the Discovery Center on Friday
evening) will provide all meals through the weekend. Parishioners have already signed up
for each meal—thank you!!!

And, as an even deeper act of hospitality, we will suspend our usual services on Sunday
morning, October 16, so that the youth can continue to use the whole church building until
the end of their retreat. We will worship along with them in a great celebration eucharist at
noon on October 16—please, plan to be there! 1t will be joyful, sacred, rambunctious, and
entirely unlike the way we normally do things!

Save the Date—CROP Walk October 16, after the Y outh Service

The annual CROP Walk for hunger relief takes place on October 16, after the noon
eucharist (see separate article about the Harry Potter retreat). Sponsor sheets will soon be
available, and you can come to the noon service in your walking shoes!

New at Grace Church—Adult Education Classes Begin October 23

Regular Adult Education classes begin the Sunday of October 23, and will continue
through the rest of the year until summer. Classes will meet between the services, from 9:15
to 10 each week. In order to make time for classes to meet, we will move the second service
back fifteen minutes, to 10:15.

Our first class, to cover five sessions, will be an introduction to world religions, includ-
ing Hinduism, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and how Christians can think of and relate to
these other faiths. Carolyn Coleman will lead the classes, drawing on her deep experience
of studying other religions. Please broaden your idea of what Grace Church mornings are
all about, and be part of the experience of Christian Education at Grace.

Parents of small children...nursery care will be provided!




Hurricane Relief Update

By the time this reaches you, it will already be out of date, so | will keep this paragraph
brief—Dbut the scale of the need in the Gulf Coast, and the depth of desire Grace Church
feelsto be of help, meant that at least a summary seemed important.

After weeks of trying to get connected with specific people in the area devastated by
Hurricane Katrina, we have begun conversations with the Rev. Marcia King, associate at St.
John’s Episcopal Church in Ocean Springs, Mississippi. The contact came about thanks to
Dot McKenna. Dot was in touch with Max Hewish, husband of the late Ruby Hewish (our
former parish administrator); Max is now a parishioner of St. John’s but remains a frequent
visitor to Grace.

On September 25, we gathered Wal-Mart gift cards at the offertory, because we learned
that Wal-Mart is the only general store to have reopened in Ocean City, and peoplein the
city in many cases have no money, and no access to such basics as undercl othes and school
supplies. Those cards will bein Mississippi by midweek. And we are talking with the Rev.
King about whether we can sponsor one of several parish families which lost everything
they had—homes, papers, business, everything. Stay tuned, and keep praying.

Living With L oss Group to Begin in November

Our second Living with Loss group will begin November 8, from 4 to 5:15 in the Li-
brary. The group will meet until mid-December, and is open to al Grace parishioners and
friends who seek companionship as they live with grief—whether recent or not. Helene
McGlauflin and Fr. Ambler will again serve as co-facilitators, and either of them invites
your questionsif you are considering joining.

Join the Choir at the Cathedral!

On the afternoon of Saturday, November 3, the Grace Church Choir will participate with
choirs from all over the Diocese in a service of Evensong at St. Luke's Cathedral in Port-
land. This gathering of choirsisarare occurrence, and the music is sure to be glorious. We
are planning either to rent a bus, or arrange an armada of parishioner minivans, depending
on how many of us can go, so look for signup sheets in the Narthex in mid-October. Of
course, if you'rein Portland on your own, you can simply join us at the Cathedral. The ser-
viceisat 3 pm (which means that we'll be back in Bath around 5). ThisisaBig Deal
event—put it on your calendar now!




Crossword, Maze, or Word Search Books Needed

Do you have books of crossword puzzles or word searches languishing on
|| ashelf or deep, dark closet? Why not donate that book to Grace Church for
our shut-ins or hospital visitors? Just drop your donation in the box in the
outer office. We will pass them along as we make visits to our friendsin need
of cheering up. Thank you, Wendy

#N Christmasis Coming!

Every year, Grace Church “adopts’ needy families for Christmas by setting up a
Salvation Army “Giving Tree.” Parishioners are invited to buy and bring in gifts for
“H members of our adopted families. It's great fun, but takes a bit of management. This
ey year, MarthaMurray is going to coordinate the Tree, but it's too big ajob for one

@j_mﬁ person. Please DO offer to help—call 443-5725. Thank you, Chee-Chee.

New Voucher System.

The audit committee from 2004 acting upon a recommendation from the Diocese have requested the use
of an expense voucher to be used for miscellaneous purchases reimbursements. Pleasefill out the form (found
on top of the mailboxes; see sample below) and attach the receiptsto it. Leave in Dot M cKenna® mailbox.
Thank you.




Submitting SHIP articles

Please submit al SHIP itemsto the
Grace Church e-mail address:
gracechurch@blazenetme.net or bring
them to the office.

| organize them and Michael reads
all articles before we send them to
Aileen and Richard Wenzel. This helps
to avoid conflicts or duplication of in-
formation from being printed.
Thank you, Wendy

About Gifts
Checksintended for the Food
Bank, (Food Pantry, Soup Kitchen and
Clothing Exchange) should be made out
to GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
with the"FOOD BANK" written on
the memo line.

Photo Board

If you are new to Grace Church (or
are just wily and have managed to es-
cape my grasp) we want to have your
photo up on the "Grace®Most Wanted"
face board. On display are smiles of
every type (knowing, impish, forced,
sunny, puzzled). Periodically | set up
"officia" photo session, but until that
happens | wanted to | et people know |
do bring my camera along almost every
Sunday. If you happen to see me
(minister®wife, shaggy brown hair,
choir robes) PLEASE gently grab me
and let me know if I®&e missed you. -
Darreby

Birthdays

October

10/02 L ouise Conant
10/03 Mary Mussenden
10/03 Larry Bartlett
10/03 Kimberly Gates
10/03 Liddy Ambler
10/04 David Fontanez
10/05 Mary Lou Lavallee
10/05 Sarah Greenier
10/06 Nancy Chandler
10/06 John Ambler
10/06 Amelia Neilson
10/08 Sarah Cummings
10/10 Shane Crean
10/11 Barbara Beck
10/11 Jack Longworth
10/13 Harry Fullerton
10/14 Mary Paquin
10/14 Hugh Dunphy
10/14 Anne Smith
10/14 Pepper Gaindey
10/18 Doris Anne Holman
10/19 Aleshia Hutton
10/20 Carol Freeman
10/20 Nicholas Rogers
10/21 Ralph Thieme
10/23 Hannah Gates
10/24 Seth Washburn
10/24 John Beaven
10/24 Derek Manhardt
10/26 Madison Devlin
10/27 Mark Westrum
10/27 Vicki Hennin
10/28 Bill Brown
10/28 Marnie Hackenberg
10/28 Fred Sargent
10/29 Dick LeMoine
10/30 Judith Elser
10/30 Judy Nash

10/30 Kathryn Klingaman
10/31 James Rives
10/31 James George

November

11/01 Barbara Chaffee
11/01 Joseph Nutter
11/01 Ben Cook

11/03 LavinaKemp
11/04 Wendy Johansen
11/05 Joshua Goodfellow
11/05 Shawn Brassard
11/06 Janet Calhoun
11/06 Florence Merry
11/08 Arthur White
11/09 Benjamin Rogers
11/10 Edward Cummings
11/11 Corey Wentworth
11/13 George Payne
11/13 Gordon Nash
11/16 MariaHolt

11/16 Wayne Elliot
11/16 Amy Sargent
11/16 Eddie Estes
11/18 Marjorie DeWick
11/18 Jayson Estes
11/20 Berne Babineau
11/21 Craik Wells
11/22 Bill Heyda
11/24 Charles Goodhue
11/24 Colleen Stevens
11/24 Timothy George
11/24 Rachel Thieme
11/26 Sarah Romac
11/30 Helen Sewall
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