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June Eventsat Grace
Wed, 6/1 Facilitiesat 7 p.m.
Fri., 6/3 Vestry Retreat Evening
Sun., 6/5 Healing Service at 10 o€lock service

Food Bank Donations
Mon., 6/6 EFM Fina Meeting
Wed, 6/8 Women of Grace following 10 am. service
Wed, 6/15Worship Leader Schedule Deadline
Thu, 6/16 Pastoral Care Team, 4 p.m.

Vestry at 6 p.m.

July Events at Grace

Many Committees do not meet during July and
August. Please check with your Committee Chair.

Sun, 7/3 Healing Service at 10 0@ ock service
Food Bank Donations
Sun, 7/17 Fellowship Committee at 9:15 in the library
Thu, 7/21, Pastoral Care Team, 4 p.m.
Vestry at 6 p.m

ALL DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT
TO CHANGE.
Please check Sunday Bulletins, bulletin board
and easel for current up-dates.

n The Staff 2004 Vestry
EE RECHON w++sseevssssssssssssssssnsaas The Rev. Michael Ambler, J. Senior Warden-+---Will Neilson EE
W Administrative Junior Warden ------Sara Wright "
EE AASSISEANE «eevveeveerersenerrenenens Wendy Johansen Treasurer -« wsweeeese David Williamson EE
B SEXIOMewrreeerrrerrrenrsnnssnseens John Guerette ClErKeseeeeeeereseessesesrens Diane Paterson "
EE Sexton Emeritus: -« eweeees Heyward Newcomb Vestrypersons EE
EE Organist & Judy Elser John Romac EE
EE ChOIT DirECtOr «+--esesssssseee Donna Sewall Dorothy Kerr Colleen Sevens ~ n

u  DirectorsAssgant.... Marizh Sewdll Carolyn Meixell Phil Vollmer "



from the Rector

The Reverend Michael Ambler, Jr.
Dear People of Grace,

The gresat liturgical events of thisyear are now behind us. Advent and Chrismas, Lent and Easter, Ascen-
sion and Pentecost help us each year to relive the definitive moments of God's Incarnation. And then, when
those are behind us, we settle down a bit, leave the drama behind for awhile, and spend the other half of the
year listening as closely as we can to what Jesus said and did, how he taught usto live, during those years
when hewalked this earth as one of us.

Ahh. It's good to dow down some, to have timeto listen and maybe to deepen, and to do it surrounded by
the overwhelming beauty that is Maine in the summertime.

| remember how summer felt when | was achild. Onthelast day of school in mid-June, summer Sretched
on asendlessly asthe ocean. The opposite shore was aredlity only in the most distant, abstract sort of way.
Summer seen from the beginning was for practical purposes eternal. (That sense might have explained why
September always came as such a shock, but that’s another story).

My haope for each of us this summer isthat we will be blessed with a bit of that sense of eternity, that
sense that timeisagift given freely. Because, of coursg, itis: the kingdom of God is at hand, and the life eter-
nal isnot only later but now. Even those of us whose earthly days may be few, have dl thetime in the world.

Carpe diem, saysthe old aphorism: seizetheday. But here'sa better idea: releasetheday. Let it come
to you as a gift given fredly; rgoicein it and enjoy it; don’t try to saveit or hoard it; and when it’sdone, let it
go, knowing that God always has more in store for you.

And what will happen if we accept the abundance of time? We Il find that we have the time we need for
re-creation, for following Jesus example of going off by ourselves for refreshment and renewal—and we
won't haveto fed guilty or selfish aswedoit. We'll find that we have the time we need to take care of others,
to share ourselves and our days—abundance and hospitality have always gone together. And just maybe,
we' |l begin to glimpse the kingdom more clearly, and find ourselves inspired afresh to spread the word to a
confused and needy world.

Y ours faithfully,
Michad+

Would You Liketo Order a Book of Common Prayer ?

A few inquires have been made regarding purchasing personal sized (4 x 6) Book of Common Prayer.
At the Church Publishing website http://mwww.churchpublishing.com you will find real leather in blue,
red, black or white for $46, plus S&H. They also have imitation leather in black or red for $20. In addition,
thereis one "soft cover" in blue they call their sudy edition for $15.
If thereis enough interest, we could do one group order, thereby saving on shipping and handling. Please call
the office, 443-3792 or e-mail gracechurch@blazenetme.net by June 8th if you are interested.
-w




Oh, | Don’t Want to Talk About That

Do you have aliving will?

Have you thought about your funeral and burial wishes?

Didn’t think so.

Our cultureis spectacularly neurotic about death. We do all we can to pretend it won’t happen; and when
it does, we do all we can to pretend it hasn’t happened.

But the cost of denia can be high. Therecent horror involving Terri Schiavo brings home what can hap-
pen if we don’t communicate our wishes about life-extending care. And families often struggle to figure out
what a deceased relative might have wanted for a funeral and burial. Money and possessions go to the wrong
people.

No one wants to think about this stuff, and as aresult, most of us are perpetually “going to” deal with it.

Wl let’ sactually get it done, and because it’shard, let’sdo it together. On the evening of June 23, at
seven o' clock, we will gather in Tubbs Hall for a“Fina Affairs Fair.” Therewill beliving will forms and no-
taries available; there will be ways to record funera desires; there will be information about how to make a
will.

It may not be fun—it may even be upsetting to some—nbut it will be one of the most important things you
do all summer. And when we're done we'll celebrate our accomplishment with coffee and dessert. (Carefor
a dice of death by chocolate cake, anyone?)

Scooper s Needed!

On Monday, May 30, Grace Church ishosting an Ice Cream Social for the benefit of the Food Bank.
What a clever idea—eat ice cream and help feed the hungry! The social will take place at the Winter Street
Church, just across from the Library in downtown Bath, immediately after the Memorial Day parade is over.
What we need isa crew of friendly sociable ice cream scoopers to help make thiswork—it will probably be a
big crowd all a once, and we don’t want long lines! Tota time commitment will be limited to a couple of
hours, from mid morning to early afternoon.

The benefits of serving include (1) a guaranteed sundae, since you can eat as you set up; (2) the satisfac-
tion of knowing that you’ ve helped to raise Grace Church’s profile in the community, and supported the Food
Bank, al in a couple of hours; and (3) the pleasure of hearing Grace's own Always One Band playing for the
crowds.

WEe Il solicit volunteers at services on May 21. Clear your calendar, and be ready to join the team!

Importance of Little Things~ Tracts

True, isn®it? Often it©thelittle things that count and just as often they can make a big difference. Tracts
are little things and when you find theright one for you, it can make a big difference. Who knows? An influ-
ence upon you -- or someone near you -- or afriend -- or just something to read and ponder, and let gently seep
into your mind and heart. Thetract rack islocated in the narthex, just to theright you enter the church.

Ah yes, the "importance of little things -- tracts’.

Submitted by The Rev. Donald Schroeder




Living with L oss Group Completes First Series

For thelagt six weeks, a small group of Grace Church people have been meeting every Tuesday afternoon
to share stories, empathy, and compassion around what it meansto live with grief. Part of the Pastoral Care
ministry, the group has offered a safe and confidential forum for people to talk about the experience of grief—
and how out of step with the world at largeit can fedl to be bereft.

While weekly meetings are at an end, monthly follow-up meetings will continue for as long as they seem
helpful. And anew group will form, if there scemsto be aneed for it, sometimein the fall or winter.

Coffee by Committee Showcases Ministries

For thelast month or so, coffee hour has been hosted by a succession of Grace Church committees and
other ministry groups. Darreby, our face board photographer, did alovely coffee hour enhanced by a dide
show of a“Year of Grace.” Carol Huntington followed with a presentation on the diaconate. Rite 13 has
hosted, and the EFM group to help celebrate Sara George' sEFM graduation. The Kneaders' Guild and the
Sunday School are coming up soon.... Thanksto all the groups who have hosted coffee so far!

And awarm invitation to al other groupsto sign up for afuturedate! We' ve realized that it need only be
the 10 o' clock coffee (unless you want to do both). Administer coffee, tell the story of the good works your
group is doing, give people the chance to celebrate you and to join you... and thanks!

Women of Grace Kitchen Fund

The Women of Grace are accepting monetary donations to replenish the utensils, pots and pans and other
itemsthat have wandered or worn out. Please put an appropriate notation on the memo line of your checks.
Thank you.

The Women of Grace

The Women of Grace will meet June 8th after the 10:00 service. After a short meeting we will be working in
the garden by the Chapel, so wear your gardening clothes and bring your gardening tools. Also bring a sand-
wich and lawn chair asa picnic lunch will follow. Thiswill be our last meeting until fall.

Babysitting jobs wanted!

I am currently trying to raise money for a computer for boarding school. | love working with children (3
and up) and am hoping to do some babysitting this summer. | am fourteen and have taken Red Cross babysit-
ting courses several years ago. | would prefer to baby sit evenings until around eleven, but am very flexible.
For more information please call: 442-7989

Michad Ambler




Habitat for Humanity

Thisyear 22 members of Grace Church, along with othersin the community, have supported H for H in its
efforts to eliminate substandard housing in our area and around the world, by helping build houses, attending
meetings, walking the Spring Walk, and raising money.

The Volunteer Relations Committee needs volunteers for the following:

(1) Summer Camp Coordinator - soliciting food for volunteers - 2 people per month - 3 hours each through
July.

(2) Publicity - calendar itemsto local media - 2 people per month - 1 hour each.

(3) Community Relations - recruits volunteers from organizations - 1 person per month -1 hour each.

(4) New Volunteer Orientation Presenters - conducts monthly orientation meeting - 3rd Tuesday at St. Charles
Borromeo, Brunswick, 6:30-7:00 p.m. - 3 persons, rotated quarterly - 1 hour each.

(5) Ceebration Coordinator - works with Partner Families to plan major celebrations and dedications - 4 peo-
ple- 1 hour per event.

(6) Event Volunteers - staffing for each event (i.e. Fair Booths, Spring Walk, etc.) - alot of folk for each event
- 2-3 hours each.

Maybe you find some possibilities here. The Habitat office number is - 729-0311.

Web site - www.habitat-bba.org

Grace Church Fall (I?!) Picnic

Ford isreleasing its 2006 modelsin the next weeks. The great fashion houses of Milan and Paris have
already started to assemble next year®lines. Many college students have already registered for fall courses.
Grace Church will not be left behind! So, we are planning our Fall picnic--atime to reconnect after the sum-
mer, and anticipate the year ahead. Save the date--September 11, following the ten o€l ock service.

Altar Guild

The Altar guild needs new members. Please consider thisimportant chance to do a very meaningful mis-
sion in God®House. All are welcome: men, women and children.

Contact Ann Lewis at 443-6653.




Submitting SHIP articles

Please submit all SHIP itemsto the
Grace Church e-mail address:
gracechurch@blazenetme.net or bring
them to the office.

| organize them and Michael reads all
articles before we send them to Aileen and
Richard Wenzel. This helpsto avoid con-
flicts or duplication of information from
being printed.
Thank you, Wendy

Birthdays

June

06/01 Phyllis Smith
06/01 Nathan Fairfield
06/02 Ann Lewis

06/03 Nancy Ashley
06/03 Aaron Romac
06/04 Nicholas Sewall
06/05 Katherine Wetherbee
06/06 Susan Goodfellow
06/06 Sarah Neilson
06/07 Fred Kahrl

06/09 Jane Chapin
06/09 Colby Fraser
06/10 Vaughn Suckart
06/11 Thomas Rogers
06/11 Dorothy Kosl osky
06/13 Lillian Heyda
06/13 Roscoe Deering
06/14 GlenisElliot
06/15 Gene Mall

06/18 Dieuwke Zolas
06/18 Debby Bedard
06/18 Sally Bartlett
06/21 Willard Dalrymple
06/21 Dan Calhoun
06/21 Will Neilson
06/23 Joey Manhardt
06/24 Philip Vol lmer
06/24 Colette Poliquin
06/24 Matthew Kaply
06/25 Margaret Bailey
06/26 Pasha Huntington
06/28 Ethel Greene
06/28 Pantelis Zolas
06/29 Judy Martin
06/29 Joshua Teale

July
07/01 David Wetherbee

07/01 George Steffian
07/01 Brian Crean

07/04 Isabell Field

07/04 Jason Cook

07/05 Sue Musk

07/07 Arlene Strout
07/08 John Devlin

07/09 Tammy Teale
07/10 Martha Murray
07/10 Rory Fraser

07/11 Alan Shaver

07/12 Ralph Merry
07/12 William Hayden
07/13 Linda Williamson
07/13 Alexander Gates
07/14 Joanne Hunt

07/15 Jim Suckart

07/16 Betsy Cook

07/17 Jennifer Manhardt
07/17 Maggie Meixell
07/18 Mary Bateman
07/18 Kassandra McCulloch
07/20 Joan Bishop

07/21 Mary Richardson
07/21 Lindsay MacDonald
07/22 Bruce Montgomery
07/22 Stephen Decker
07/22 Barbara Acker
07/24 Sdllie Pallard
07/25 Lydia Harris
07/26 Jim Tainter

07/27 Marjorie Voorhees
07/27 Bob Mansfield
07/27 David Nutter
07/28 Ginny Bartlett
07/29 Pat Corderman
07/29 Nadia Woodland
07/29 Thomas Greenier
07/30 Evelyn Dunphy
07/30 Durene Carleton




